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PREFACE 
 

 Archibald Niel Campbell (1876-1959) was a mysterious great uncle of mine whom I, born 
in 1953, never met. My father, Jamie Campbell (1926-74), whose father Lewis Gordon 
Campbell (1884-42) was Archibald’s younger brother, remembered his uncle with awe, respect 
and admiration but knew he was regarded as peculiar. My second cousins, Gill and Sue Duff, 
are grand-daughters of Robert Ronald Campbell (1874-1961), who was the elder, longest-
surviving brother of Archibald Niel and Lewis Gordon. Uncle Robert, whom I met once (so my 
mother says), had a steady career in education and, later in life, he assembled much interesting 
material on the history of his family and their relationship to the Craignish Peninsula in Argyll. 
Unfortunately, none of his historical writings have been published except for the remarkable 
account of his father that was reprinted and distributed by the East Asian Research Center of 
Harvard University in 1970 under the title: “James Duncan Campbell, A Memoir by his Son” 
(Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge, Mass., 125 pages), with many clues for further research. 
 
 Thanks to Gill and Sue, I have a copy of Uncle Robert’s notes on Archibald Niel 
Campbell [ANC], reproduced below. The material on pages 6-40 is faithful to the original 
typescript, including the initial table of contents, except for minor details of line-spacing and a 
few typographical errors or adjustments in punctuation. Notes by myself are inserted in square 
brackets [ ], being mostly dates and numbers for the footnotes, which follow on pages 40-58. 
Various captioned illustrations are also inserted, alternating with whole pages of text. The 
Appendices contains references to ANC in the letters of Robert Hart, the Boer War, Secret 
Intelligence Service during the First World War, and mining enterprises in Portuguese East 
Africa. Most of this material was discovered on the Internet during recent years. 
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James Duncan Campbell ca. 1870 (left) and ca. 1900 (right), from the book by Fairbank et 
al. (1975): “The I.G. in Peking: Letters of Robert Hart, Chinese Maritime Customs, 1868-
1907.” Originals at Harvard-Yenching Library (Mass.) and Queen’s University (Belfast). 
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 This current draft is just a preliminary effort. Much more ‘fact-checking’ would be useful, 
and I will keep looking for opportunities to enhance the document when time permits. 
Moreover, this story of ANC is of course part of a much deeper story about the Campbells of 
Craignish in general, about which Uncle Robert was apparently obsessed as well. As a boy in 
London I was never really told about the details of my father’s father’s family; it seemed to be 
shrouded in misty gloom and lost glory. Even at Westminster School, I never knew that Uncle 
Robert had also attended that school (1888-1893) and then taught there for a short time (1900-
1901). My father, sadly, died too young and, like his father and grandfather, left only scattered 
clues to his background. Yet there was considerable pride within the family during Victorian 
times, when his grandfather worked for many years in the Chinese Customs Service (another 
fact that we never really knew growing up). And, before 1800, their male ancestors’ home at 
Craignish Castle was the center of many comic and tragic events over the centuries, if not 
actual nobility. 
 
 The selection, copying and referencing to images in this currently drafted document will 
hopefully be improved during future years. We still have no definite portrait of ANC (yet see p. 
43), but will keep searching in varied archives for clues. Several unlabeled photographs of his 
immediate family exist among RRC’s archives with Gill and Sue Duff. Sadly, there are few 
references to the women in this story. ANC’s mother may be depicted below (p. 45), but we 
don’t yet even know the name of his wife—“the devoted companion of his misfortune.” 
 
Julian James Noel Campbell 
3525 Willowood Road, Lexington, Kentucky KY 40517, USA 
Email: julian.campbell@twc.com          October 2014 
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Robert Ronald Campbell (1874-1961), elder brother of Archibald Niel and author of this 
memoir. Photo: in 1950s, while he was compiling historical notes (from Gill & Sue Duff). 
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MEMOIR OF A.N. CAMPBELL [by Robert Ronald Campbell, his elder brother] 
 

   1.  Introductory 
   2.  At first destined for Navy 
   3.  Preparation for Army – Woolwich 
1899  4.  The Cape. Secret Service before Boer War 
   5.  The Boer War. Intelligence Officer in Natal. 
   6.  Intelligence Officer in Delagoa Bay. Offers from President Kuger 
1905  7.  Anglo-Portugese Boundary Commission 
1906  8.  Resignation from Army 
   9.  Mining work in Zambesia. Machinga Mine, initial success 
1910-12 10. Revolution in Portugal. Imprisonment by extremists. British Action 
1912  Mining company wound up 
1912-14 11.  In Lisbon preparing case for indemnity 
1914 12.  Outbreak of first World War. Recalled for Secret Service. 
1915 13.  Mission to Russia 
1916 14.  Employed by Admiralty on submarine work 
1916 15.  Intelligence work in East Africa for General Smith-Dorrien. 
   Obtains indefinite leave of absence. 
  16.  Final settlement of Portuguese Indemnity 
1918-35 17.  Stock Exchange activities. The crash 
1939-46 18. Mining work in Sierra Leone 
1946-59 19. Returns to England and settles at Broadstairs 
  20. His abilities and character. Some of his interesting letters.  
  21. Conclusion. 
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ANC’s prep school, Stubbington House, and surrounding countryside in August 1933.  
Photo from English Heritage <http://www.britainfrom above.org.uk/image/EPW04303>. 
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MEMOIR OF ARCHIBALD NIEL CAMPBELL (1876-1959) 
 

Introductory 
1.  Archie had an interesting but pathetic career. It began well, it ended in tragedy. Just when 
all seemed set for success, he ruined everything by foolishly throwing up his commission and 
embarking on a mining enterprise which ended in a series of disasters for which, however, it 
must in all fairness be said he was not himself entirely responsible. 
 
 Now he is dead and gone and left no permanent record of the valuable work he once did; I 
feel constrained, as his elder brother, to write the following short memoir, in the hope that it 
will serve to keep his memory alive, for he should not be entirely ‘forgot’. Much of this 
memoir has been compiled from scattered notes which he left behind him, and which his 
widow handed over to me after his death on 2nd November, 1959 [1]. 
 
Trained at first for the Navy 
2. Destined at first for the Navy, his father sent him [ca. 1884-90] to Foster’s famous 
Preparatory School at Stubbington House, Fareham [2]. In the final naval examination which 
followed he succeeded in obtaining the 3rd place, but owing to a slight medical defect, which 
turned out to be of only a temporary nature, failed to pass his medical examination [3]. The 
Navy thereby lost a promising recruit and a plucky one too, as shown by the fact that a couple 
of years later [ca. 1892] he crossed the English Channel from Folkestone, unaided, in a sailing 
canoe which he had built himself. It was the first time such a thing had ever been done, and his 
exploit created quite a stir in the English newspapers of the time, who twitted the Admiralty for 
their mistake in rejecting him [4]. 
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“The Royal Highland Regiment at Fontenoy, 1745”; signed and dated “W. Skeoch 
Cumming / 1894” (lower left). William Skeoch Cumming (1864-1929) served in the Boer 
War, making many sketches and photographs, which are now stored at the Imperial War 
Museum. <http://www.army.mod.uk/documents/general/The_42nd_at_Fontenoy.jpg> 
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Preparation for army, Woolwich 
3. His father [James Duncan Campbell] then decided to enter him for the Army [ca. 1892]. 
The family of Craignish, of which he was the head, had had a fine military record. It had 
produced many fine soldiers, among them being General Sir Niel Campbell of Duntroon who 
was mainly responsible for the capture of Cindad Rodrigo in 1812 and later was chosen as the 
British Commissioner to accompany Napoleon to Elba; Colonel Ronald Campbell (Laggan 
Lochan) of the 72nd Regiment (Seaforth Highlanders) who distinguished himself by leading a 
forlorn hope at Seringapatam in 1792 and was the officer actually in command when the Cape 
of Good Hope was taken in 1801; Field Marshall Lord Colin Campbell, whose mother was of 
Craignish descent, was the most distinguished of all. 
 
 Many of the early captains of Craignish had fought bravely in the turbulent days of the 
past, but the ancestor whom my father most fondly remembered was Dugall Campbell of 
Craignish (1710-1949) who raised from his own vassals one of the first companies of the Black 
Watch and fought bravely with his sons at Fontenoy in 1745 (the first battle in which a 
Highland regiment had ever fought for England), one of his sons being killed while carrying the 
colours. Thereafter it became a matter of course for each successive captain of Craignish to join 
the Black Watch. Subsequently other regiments were selected as well. Thus James, Younger of 
Craignish (1774-1828) joined the Seaforth Highlanders and two of his sons, Major Robert (my 
grandfather) and Colonel Archibald Niel, obtained commissions in the 46th, 48th and 92nd 
Regiments.  
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Sir Edmund Hay Currie (1834-1913) was 
a businessman, philanthropist and educa-
tionist. The second son of Leonard Currie 
and Caroline Christina née Hay of Brom-
ley, he was educated at Harrow School. 
When the first London School Board was 
created in 1870 he was elected as one of 
the representatives of Tower Hamlets. He 
held the seat at the next school board 
election in 1873, and was vice chairman 
of the school board from 1873-76. Active 
in the Liberal Party, he unsuccessfully 
sought election to the House of Commons 
in 1874. He was knighted in 1876 on his 
resignation from the school board. How-
ever he was later to return to the board 
from 1882-85 and from 1888-90. He also 
held the post of vice-chairman of the 
Metropolitan Asylums Board. From 1882-
89 he was chairman of the People’s Palace 
Trustees (london.wikia.com; portrait from 
amazon.co.uk/Old-Mounted-Photograph-
Edmund-Currie/dp/B0032CKD5A). 
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 My father, to his great disappointment, never himself entered the army, but, when serving 
at the Treasury from 1856 to 1862, tried to make some amends by becoming one of the chief 
Pioneers in the Volunteer movement. 
 
 As he reflected on all this, why, thought my father, should not at least one of his sons 
carry on the family’s military tradition? But instead of sending Archie to a Public School, as he 
had done in the case of his two elder sons, he sent him to Sir Edward Hay Currie’s school at 
Folkestone [ca. 1891-1895]. This school had been strongly recommended to him because of the 
encouragement it gave to science and technology. Here I think he made a mistake and that in 
the long run Archie suffered from being deprived of the many advantages a Public School 
offers [5]. 
 
 A Public School has many other things to offer besides the ordinary book learning, and a 
boy who takes his place with other boys in its numerous outside activities, (games, sport, 
school debates, and so on), is speedily brought to recognise his own limitations and to learn 
habits of self control and discipline which are so important in after life. From the first Archie 
was inclined to think that he alone was right and that others were wrong, he wished always to 
be first, and this attitude led in later life to his one great defect, an inability to work with or 
under others. Had he gone to a Public School I think he would have made more friends and 
fewer enemies. 
 
 Be that as it may, the Folkestone school did for him well enough, for on leaving it, and 
after some outside cramming in Latin which the school did not teach, he passed high up into 
Woolwich [ca. 1895-1897], obtaining the 11th place in the examination. 



 13 

   
Portraits of mentors at Cape (ex wikipedia). Left: David Gill. Right: Redvers Henry Buller. 
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Military career at Cape 
4. On leaving [Royal Military Academy] Woolwich, he spent a short time at Dover Castle, 
and was then sent as Gunnery Officer to the Cape [ca. 1897-1898]. Here, finding that he had 
plenty of spare time, he took the opportunity of learning Dutch, which he thought might be 
useful in the war with the Boers which he saw was fast approaching. He also studied map 
making and surveying under Sir David Gill, Astronomer Royal at the Cape. So impressed were 
the War Office with these outside activities that they employed him, shortly before the outbreak 
of the war, on Secret Service in Pretoria and the Transvaal. 
 
 By careful and surreptitious use of the many small engineering instruments which he 
carried about with him in his pocket, he was able to collect much valuable information, 
including particulars of the Long Toms which the Boers had secretly prepared to our 
discomforture. The Boers got wind of his activities and tried to capture him in Pretoria, but he 
managed to escape on horseback to Mafeking carrying with him all his plans and maps, 
concealed in his horse’s harness. The War Office duly thanked him for his report, though they 
at first refused to believe that he was right about the Long Toms! But he was right after all, and 
they were wrong. 
 
The Boer War Service in Natal (see Appendix Two for details) 
5. On the outbreak of war [1899] he was appointed Intelligence Officer to the Natal Army 
and, before proceeding there, compiled a Dutch phrase book for Army use. One of his first jobs 
for General Buller was to make military maps for him. Strangely enough not a single map of 
any use existed when he arrived on the scene. 
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General Piet Cronje's 94-pounder Creusot ‘Long Tom’ gun fires at British forces during the 
siege of Mafeking, lasting from October 1899 to May 1900 (from Imperial War Museum). 
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 He also acted as Press Censor for all the War Correspondents; among them were Winston 
Churchill and L.S. Amery, with both of whom he became very friendly. Winston Churchill 
actually for some time slept in his tent. 
 
6. The Natal Campaign finished, his next work took him to Delagoa Bay which was 
surreptitiously supplying assistance to the Boers [ca. 1900-1901]. One important bit of work he 
did here was to arrange for the surrender into Portugese territory of a large force of Boers 
(2,500) who were lying strongly entrenched on the frontier mountain range with the object of 
opposing British occupation. 
 

 Further, he had some hopes of arranging, through his Intelligence Organisation, terms of 
surrender from President Paul Kruger, now a refugee in Lorenzo Marques. He himself 
communicated in cipher to Lord Salisbury, Milner and other high authorities a tentative offer of 
general surrender by the Boers. Unfortunately, it brought no favourable response. Yet the 
terms, which would have been very acceptable to the Boers, were substantially the same as 
those granted after another two years of war. The public never heard of such matters, though a 
few like Mr. Amery did. The latter in ‘The Times History of the War in South Africa’ several 
times refers to those happenings in Delagoa Bay, pointing out that had certain timely telegrams 
and warnings received due consideration and been promptly acted on, the ensuing guerilla 
warfare would have ended far sooner than it had. 
 
 It was, however, some little satisfaction to him that the Commander in Chief (Lord 
Roberts) and the G.O.C. Natal Army did occasionally telegraph thanks for the intelligence 
received which enabled the British advance eastward, from Pretoria to the Portuguese frontier, 
to continue almost unopposed [6]. 
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 Associated war correspondents in the Boer War: Winston Churchill (left); Leo Amery 
(right). (from gettyimages.co.uk and Wikipedia, respectively). 
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The Anglo-Portuguese Boundary Commission 
7. In 1905 he was appointed by the War Office and the Foreign Office jointly to serve on the 
Anglo-Portuguese Boundary Commission for the demarcation of the frontier north and south of 
the Zambesi river [7].  
 
Resignation from the Army 
8. This was his last post as a military officer, for shortly afterwards [ca. 1906], to the great 
indignation and disappointment of his father, he resigned his commission and was transferred 
to the Reserve of Officers. What chiefly influenced him was a pressing invitation he had 
received from some eminent Portuguese – his recent work had brought into close contact with 
the Portuguese – that he should take a part in the development of their rich Zambesian territory. 
He thought he saw in this a grand opportunity of getting rich quickly, and of buying back 
Craignish Castle! He was also beginning to feel resentful of what he thought was his own 
Government’s failure to appreciate fully his own personal efforts during the war [8]. 
 
Mining work in Zambesia (see Appendix Four for details) 
9. He certainly did everything he could to equip himself for this new venture. For instance, 
he was in Lisbon in 1906 collaborating in the drafting of new mining laws and regulations for 
the Portuguese colonies and getting into close contact with the leading Portuguese officials, 
many of whom became his close friends [9]. 
 
 On his return to Zambesia, everything, with Portuguese assistance and encouragement, at 
first went well [ca. 1908-10]. The experienced mining engineer, whom he had engaged, had 



 19 

 

Zambezi River, Tete District (near Moravia), Mozambique; photo by Petri Viljoen in 2008. 
ANC travelled through here in 1900-1910. < http://www.panoramio.com/photo/17552736> 
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reported enthusiastically on an old gold mine close to Tete, called Machinga, and on his advice 
a private company (The Campbell’s Zambesia Minerals Company) was formed with sufficient 
capital to re-establish it as well as to begin work on other mining properties [10]. The head 
office of the Company was in London. My brother was the Managing Director, and other Dir-
ectors were T.A. Dick, a former captain in the Royal Horse Artillery, Arthur Bryant, of Bryant 
and May, and myself. I had consented to act only temporarily, and subsequently retired in fav-
our of Mr. A. Koenig, a prominent business man in South Africa, who was then my brother’s 
greatest friend, though he afterwards became his enemy. There was also a paid secretary [11]. 
 
The Machinga Mine 
 The mine was equipped with a now heavy-stamp gold mill, a new road was made and an 
adequate labour force was engaged. The Mining Engineer’s Report on the first year’s working 
of the mine was a glowing one. Inter alia, he reported that a true fissure vein had been 
discovered. One of the chief shareholders on reading this report exclaimed enthusiastically in 
my presence at the London office, ‘If this is true, the fortune of all of us are made.’ 
 
Revolution in Portugal; Arrest and Imprisonment. 
10. But disaster was not far off. In 1910 there was a revolution in Portugal and all the officers 
and officials of the Monarchy, on whom my brother had so confidently relied, were dismissed 
and replaced by ‘wild-men’ of the Revolution, holding extreme nationalistic and anti-foreign 
views. All sorts of obstacles were now placed in my brother’s path particularly as regards the 
recruitment and employment of labour, and when if self protection he placed under temporary 
confinement one of the chief agitators who were enticing his labour away, these extremists 
arrrested him by armed force and imprisoned him in a gunboat on the Zambesi River [12].  
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 “Portuguese Gunboat on the Zambesi” (Illustrated London News, 4 Jan 1890). In Portug-
uese East Africa during the late 19th and early 20th, there was a slow difficult transition 
from outright slavery to indentured labor, but little general freedom amongst the natives.  
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“Portuguese government gunboat on the Zambesi River, used to preserve order among the 
natives, Tete, Mozambique”; 1900 to 1923. <http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.pnp/cph.3b40269>  
“Portuguese policy rested on a set of culturally arrogant and racist values. The people of 
Zambesi were stereotyped as ‘docile’, ‘primitive’, ‘uneconomic’ and ‘uneducable’ by high 
officials and colonialists alike... After the 1909 Labour Convention with Pretoria and the 
1913 Mozambican-Rhodesian Agreement, the major companies also entered into the 
lucrative business of exporting thousands of workers to the mines of the Transvaal and 
Rhodesia where they often worked for several years” (A. & B. Isaacson.1976. The Tradition 
of Resistance in Mozambique: the Zambesi Valley, 1850-1921.” Univ. of California Press). 



 23 

                                                                                                                                      

Sir Arthur Henry Hardinge (1859-1933). 
Wikipedia: “Concern by King Edward VII 
prompted him to accept the position as 
Minister to Belgium 1906–1911, and later 
as Minister to Portugal 1911–1913, and 
Ambassador to Spain, 1913–1919, a 
neutral country in World War I. There, he 
was frequented at Madrid and Barcelona 
by notorious widow, literary woman and 
sister to the famous General Jose Millan 
Astray, Pilar Millan Astray, who was 
running some sort of World War I 
espionage network in both places and took 
thus opportunities to read and transcribe 
faithfully his diplomatic notes. He retired 
in 1920, aged 61. He became the author of 
several books, including "Life of Lord 
Carnarvon" (1925) and two volumes of 
autobiography, "A Diplomatist in Europe" 
(1927) and "A Diplomatist in the East". A 
supporter of right-wing politics, he joined 
the British Fascists.” Portrait here is from 
National Portrait Gallery [npg.org.uk]. 
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Foreseeing trouble, my brother had communicated in advance to Winston Churchill in London 
his fears for the future, and Churchill had opportunely informed the Foreign Office. 
 
 The result of it was that the British consul was ordered up-river 450 miles from the wash, 
and on arrival secured his immediate release, but not until after two months of indignities and 
hardship. The ensuing consular inquiry – together with a supplementary Report by his 
Portuguese consul at Delagoa Bay – were completely vindicatory of my brother, and the newly 
fledged Republican Governor and Local Chief Justice were both dismissed and recalled to 
Lisbon. My brother was asked to submit a claim for indemnity, 
 
Mining Company wound up 
 In the meantime the Mining Engineer had fallen seriously ill with Black-Water fever, and 
all work in his mine ceased, never to be resumed. Eventually, in 1912, the Company had to be 
wound up voluntarily and all was lost, including not only his Machinga Mine but also a 
promising mica field which the mining engineer has recently discovered. 
 
In Lisbon preparing case for indemnity 
11. Returning to London in 1912, my brother went to Lisbon, under Foreign Office auspices, 
personally to represent his case for an indemnity. Thanks to the strong backing of the British 
Ambassador, (Sir. A. Hardinge), the preliminary negotiations were successful and an indemnity 
of £50,000 was agreed upon, the exact mode of payment being left over for further detailed 
consideration. 
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2 Whitehall Ct., containing headquarters of the Secret Intelligence Service in World War I 
<www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/picturegalleries/8768816/Londons-espionage-locations.html> 
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 Everything had been facilitated by the high officials of the Monarchy becoming gradually 
reconciled with the Republic and returning to their old functions. Chief among them was 
General D’Anarade, ex-Governor of Mozambique, who had now been exalted to the post of 
Foreign and Colonial Minister. Any hope of including these Lisbon negotiations was, however, 
frustrated by the first World War, for on its outbreak in 1914 my brother, being still on the 
Reserve of Officers, was recalled to Service, and had consequently to suspend the negotiations 
for a time. 
 
First World War 
12. During the earlier months of the war he was virtually in sole charge of the Secret Service 
of the War Office which served also the Admiralty and in a minor degree the Foreign Office as 
well [13]. There was at this time barely any resemblance of Secret Service activities or 
organisation. His work included the engagement of the office staff and settlement of routine; 
the procuring and despatch of agents; the devising of cryptic and cipher words (not one of these 
being in existence and ready for emergencies); paying hurried visits to neutral countries 
bordering on Germany; initiating, on any pressing representatives of friendly neutrals, 
propaganda (at a time long before such important needs were generally recognised). 
 
Mission to Russia [see Appendix Three for details] 
13. This work went on for some time, but in 1915, on Russian suggestions, he was sent in 
charge of a naval and military mission to Russia. This was a delicate business, since in spite of 
his own protects, he had been instructed to act independently of the British Embassy. The 
mission’s work became at once appreciated both in London and Petrograd, but the presence of 
a party of British Officers, in uniform as commanded, accommodated also in the Russian war 
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Battle of Tannenberg, 1914 (2014 reinactment covered by Daily Mail). ANC reported that 
the Germans had intercepted wireless messages of the Russians, and returned false messages. 
<http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2707550/Key-World-War-I-battle-enacted-Poland.html> 
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office and working independently of the Embassy, could not fail to cause resentment at the 
Embassy and ultimately the mission was recalled despite requests made by the Russian 
authorities for its retention and even for the expansion of its functions. The Russians evidently 
thought highly of his work [which included development of their telegraphy] and, on the recall 
of the mission, even went so far as to ask that he might be seconded to the Russian service, a 
move that was negatived in London. As some token of their appreciation, they awarded him the 
Russian order of Stanislav. 
 
 What apparently brought matters to a head was the attitude of the British Ambassador – 
Sir George Buchanan. My brother had submitted a report to the Foreign Office informing him 
them of the general unrest in Russia and his fears of a Revolution. He had submitted the Report 
via the British Ambassador – why is not clear, presumably through courtesy, for he had been 
instructed to act independently. The Ambassador had sent the Report on with the single 
scathing comment, ‘No credence need be attached to this Report.’ How wrong he turned out to 
be. 
 
1916 Admiralty mission on submarines 
14. The Russian mission ended, my brother returned to London, and in 1916 was sent by the 
Admiralty to Lisbon and Madeira to obtain, in collaboration with the Portuguese, certain 
information regarding the formidable submarine activities of the enemy in that area; he was 
able to consult and co-ordinate with Q-ship and submarine commanders as to the anti-
submarine measures to be taken to combat the menace. He actually invented an anti-submarine 
device himself. 



 29 

 
 
 
British Q-ship HMS Tamarisk (from clydesite.co.uk). Q-ships were heavily armed merchant 
ships with concealed weaponry, designed to lure submarines into making surface attacks. 
Depth charges of the time were relatively primitive, and almost the only chance of sinking a 
submarine was by gunfire or by ramming while on the surface. The first effective depth 
charge, the Type D, became available in January 1916. These were barrel-like casings 
containing a high explosive, usually TNT (or amatol when TNT became scarce). A 
hydrostatic pistol actuated by water pressure at a pre-selected depth detonated the charge 
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Abortive work under Smith-Dorrien 
15.  That work done, he was next attached to the staff of General Smith-Dorrien, Commander 
in Chief Designate for the coming campaign in East Africa, for general intelligence duties in 
liason with Portuguese Nyassaland. But Smith-Dorrien fell ill and retired from the command, 
and as General Smuts, his successor, did not require the Portuguese liason, all the arrangements 
approved by Smith-Dorrien proved abortive. 
 

 This was the end of his active military service. Disappointed of further personal efforts, he 
applied for more active service in his field and, when this was rejected by a Medical Board, 
applied for and obtained indefinite leave of absence from the War Office. 
 

Indemnity against Portuguese Government settled [see Appendix Four] 
16. He was now left free to pursue the negotiations for the indemnity against the Portuguese 
Government which had been interrupted by the first World War [14]. The case was reopened 
by the Foreign Office and at long last settled by arbitration at the Hague [1931]. The amount 
awarded by the Arbitrator (£10,000) was considerably less than that claimed, and his Counsel 
(Lord Tiverton, son of Lord Halsbury), urged him to appeal. But on Foreign Office advice, in 
order to avoid further international delays, the award was accepted. The truth of the matter was 
that everyone, including my brother, was getting tired of the whole business. 
 

Stock Exchange Activities 
17.  My brother was a born gambler, and his indemnity was at once utilized for speculation on 
the Stock Exchange. At first all went well and my brother soon was boasting of having made a 
fortune of £100,000 with more to come. His friends were all saying how clever he was! He 
went on and on, and then came the crash [1929-33]. Practically all was lost and he was reduced 
to a state of despair. 
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General Horace Lockwood Smith-
Dorrien was one of the few British 
survivors of the Battle of Isandlwana 
as a young officer; he also distinguish-
ed himself in the Second Boer War. 
He was appointed GOC East Africa on 
22 Nov 1915 to fight the Germans in 
German East Africa (present day 
Tanzania, Rwanda, and Burundi) but 
pneumonia contracted during the 
voyage to South Africa prevented him 
from taking command. His former 
Boer adversary, Jan Smuts, took on 
this command. Smith-Dorrien took no 
significant military part in the rest of 
the war. He returned to England in Jan 
1916 and in 1917 was appointed 
lieutenant of the Tower of London. He 
led a campaign in London for moral 
purity, calling for suppression of 
“suggestive or in-decent” media. 
Right: photo in later life, original 
source unknown (via findagrave.com). 
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18. Yet he made one last desperate effort to retrieve his fortune. In 1939 [at the age of 63] he 
proceeded to Sierra Leone to start work on some rich gold alluvial deposits which had been 
strongly recommended to him by an influential friend who knew him well. He had still a small 
amount of capital left with which to start the venture. Shortly after he arrived the second World 
War broke out, and he made every effort to get re-employment in the Intelligence Service. 
Nothing, however, came of these efforts and so he began work on the gold. He had some 
success at first, but then labour difficulties cropped up, and as the Government could not or 
would not help, he was finally forced to abandon the enterprise. He made one last effort to 
obtain Government Employment in the Sierra Leone Protectorate and elsewhere, but it was all 
in vain, and he decided to say good-bye to Africa. 
 
19. In 1946 [at the age of 69] he returned broken-hearted to England, and finally settled with 
his wife, the devoted companion of his misfortune, in a small house at Broadstairs, which had 
been generously placed at his disposal by his sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald 
Ridgeway of St. Peter’s Court [15]. Here he lived in peaceful retirement for some ten years. I 
like to think that he was happy. He had his bits of melancholy as he brooded disconsolently 
over his many disappointments and failures; that was only to be expected, but no one living in 
the genial atmosphere of St. Peter’s Court with its constant stream of merry school-boys, a 
reminder of perpetual youth, could for long be entirely unhappy, and he was lucky too to have 
the companionship and sympathy of the Ridgeways. It was a great loss to him when Gerald 
Ridgeway died towards the end of 1958, and it was then that he began to lose his usual good 
health. At the beginning of 1959 he fell seriously ill and had to be taken to a nursing home, 
ultimately dying in hospital on 2nd November, 1959. 
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The rationale for starting a gold mining 
venture during 1939 in Sierre Leone re-
mains obscure. There had been a recent 
address in London on 12th October 1932, 
entitled “Gold and Other Mineral Resour-
ces of the Gold Coast and Sierra Leone” by 
N.R. Junner; published as a six page pam-
phlet in 1933 (this has not yet been located 
in a public library). Sierra Leone still does 
not have a well-developed gold-mining 
industry. Mining has largely consisted of 
small scale operations exploiting alluvial 
deposits. After the end of the Sierra Leone 
Civil War, exploration of gold has grown 
and during 2013 to 2015 new modern 
mines are expected to be in production. In 
2010 Cluff Gold, a British company, found 
gold in rocks of the southern Kangari hills 
and planned to build a mechanised mine 
(above notes based on wikipedia).  
Right: 2006 photo from BBC, captioned:  
“Mining for gold is a back-breaking and 
often disappointing business.” 
<http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/5262960.stm> 

 



 34 

 He was buried alongside his brother-in-law in St. Peter’s churchyard. 
 
 

20. I cannot close this memoir without adding a few words as to his general ability and 
character. Though his life so far as finance and material prosperity are concerned was failure 
and many were inclined in consequence to disparage his abilities, he was nevertheless 
remarkably clover and had many admirable qualities. I will mention but a few. 
 
 

 One was the courage and tenacity with which he encountered adversities which would 
have entirely broken most men; another was the kindness and sympathy he showed to all who 
were in trouble and distress. I recall many instances of these acts of kindness. Known only to a 
few, they will surely not be forgotten when the great Day of Judgment arrives. 
 
 

 Still another characteristic was his literary ability. True it is that he never wrote anything 
of permanent value and that his literary efforts were mostly confined to letters which he wrote 
to friends. Yet the letters which he wrote to me, though often diffuse, contain much good stuff 
and display in eloquent and vigorous language the views he held on the matters which 
interested him most. 
 
 

 For instance, as a stalwart Christian. he deplores the growing atheism of the times and the 
tendency to belittle or abandon the Christian Faith; as one who had witnessed its former glories 
he sorrows over the decline and fall of the British Empire; as a staunch conservative he is 
angered by the outpourings of the party politicians, “who seem to be more concerned with the 
liquidation of empire than the preservation of what remains of it.” 
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 Private wing of St Peter’s Court, where parents delivered and picked up their sons, and met  
the Ridgeways. It formed the Christmas Card sent by the Ridgeways. Photo from Richard 
Scott, old boy of 1962-68 < https://www.flickr.com/photos/wellesleyhouse/11944914495/> 
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 To give examples of his rhetoric I quote from two of the last letters he wrote to me, one 
dated 18th December 1956 on the Suez affair – it is interesting by the way, to note that the 
views he there expressed were later corroborated to some considerable extent by Mr. Herbert 
Morrison in an interview he granted to a B.B.C. reporter and recorded in the Listener; the other 
is a letter dated 23rd December, 1957 on religious matters.  
 

18th December, 1956 on Suez 
 
 “You are right, I am sure, in thinking that we ought to have stood aside for a while to 
allow the Israelites to ‘eat up’ the Egyptian armies in their thousands as they had already done 
in 1948 or thereabouts with the greatest of ease, and were well on the way to doing again, when 
we and the French – with very questionable statesmanship as it seemed to me – intervened. 
Still, having intervened, why, or why, did we not quickly go in and finish what we had set our 
hands to – go through with it as Eden had promised – instead of losing our nerve in the face of 
the self-righteous protests from Washington and new York, supported, alas, by the bleatings of 
our contemptible socialists in our own Parliament. And what a humiliation now, while their 
friend Nasser stands cock-a-hoop upon his dung-hill as a victor over the ‘feelthy’ English. As 
for the Americans, one may as well be sure that millions among them would have respected us 
and fallen in with our intentions, far more if we had promptly finished the job than by ‘ceasing 
fire’ preparatory to so tamely surrendering as we have done. I have never had any great regard 
for Anthony Eden, but those of his fellow countrymen who went to all the mean tricks of 
politics to obstruct and weaken him at such a time are to my mind beyond the pale of decency 
and patriotism.” 
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 The Brains Trust, 26th Oct 1958, featuring W. Grey Walter, A.J. Ayer, Norman Fisher 
(Question Master), Aldous Huxley and Julian Huxley. This was a BBC programme during 
1941-60, with experts answering questions from the audience (picture from bbc.co.uk). 
An archetypal left-wing “crank” during its early years would have been Cyril E.M. Joad. 
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 Religion, 23rd Decmber, 1957 
 
 “Like you, I am utterly disgusted with the atheistic corruption that is fast destroying our 
western and still professedly Christian civilisation and undermining the respect formerly shown 
towards white men at large, to say nothing of the prestige of our own nation. And the lower we 
fall in the estimation of other races – yellow or black or half and half – the more we are given 
to bragging and boasting of white man’s conquest of the forces of nature – conquest of the air, 
conquest of Everest, and now conquest of space, whilst all the time he [the white man] remains 
blissfully ignoring that he appears to be further than ever before from conquest of his own puny 
but arrogant self, and of the tendencies to evil within him. I am sometimes amazed by the 
conceits of many a modern scientist, and by ‘Brains Trust’ broadcasters, to say nothing of ‘Any 
Questions’ cranks or party politicians who, besides many of them being professed atheists, 
have still to learn that the most gifted scientists, in that grandest of all realms of knowledge, 
viz. astronomy, are all deeply conscious that the more they peer into the fringe of the mysteries 
of Heaven and Earth, the more they realise how infinitely small is the knowledge so far 
acquired in relation to the infinite grandeur and expanse of all that is beyond our presently 
earth-enclosed souls to perceive.” 
 
21. I often urged Archie after he had retired to Broadstairs to write out some of the 
reminisciences of his eventful life, especially those relating to the Boer War and the first World 
War. They would certainly have interested and might perhaps have startled all who read them. 
He liked the idea, but by now he was exhausted and worn out and had no longer the energy to 
write. 
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 Herbert Morrison (1888-1965), in the Labour Party, held a variety of senior positions, 

including Home Secretary, Foreign Secretary and Deputy Prime Minister. During the Suez 
Crisis Morrison advocated unilateral action by the United Kingdom against Egypt following 
Colonel Nasser’s seizure of the Suez Canal. But Eisenhower feared a huge backlash from 
the Arab nations if Egypt suffered an humiliating defeat at the hands of the British, French 
and Israelis – as seemed likely. The US believed this would push Egypt and other Arab 
nations towards the Soviets, as it did (notes from wikipedia). Photo with JFK in 1962. 
<http://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/Archives/JFKWHP-1962-05-16-B.aspx> 
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 There was so much good in Archie that he must not be allowed to pass away 
unremembered, and that is why I have written this short memoir. I can only end with the sad 
refrain, ‘He could have done so much, he accomplished so little.’ 
              R.L.C. [16] 
==================================================================== 
 
Footnotes: these are marked by numbers in square brackets within the text. 
 
[1] The spelling of ANC’s middle name as “Niel” versus “Neil” follows the title page of Robert 
Ronald Campbell’s [RRC] memoir, but “Neil” was also applied in other sources. We still have 
no name for his “widow... the devoted companion of his misfortune” but that will hopefully 
appear at some point. In addition, many useful clues to ANC’s early life can be found in the 
letters of Robert Hart to James Duncan Campbell; see Appendix One. Hart became godfather to 
ANC and sent him several cheques for £100 [worth at least £10,000 in current value], but they 
may never have met! 
 
[2] Stubbington House School  was founded in 1841 as a boys’ preparatory school, originally 
located in the Hampshire village of Stubbington, around 1 mile (1.6 km) from the Solent. 
Stubbington House School was known by the soubriquet “the cradle of the Navy”. The school 
was relocated to Ascot in 1962, merging with Earleywood School, and it closed in 1997... 
Montagu Foster was involved in legal action on at least two occasions during his headmaster-
ship. In 1883 he lost an action brought by a former master that related to constructive dismissal, 
during the proceedings of which several witnesses commented on the lack of discipline at the 
school (notes from Wikipedia). 
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 James Duncan Campbell and family lived at 18 Clanricarde Gardens, near northwest corner 
of Kensington Gardens. An entire house in this cul-de-sac would now sell for £3-6 million. 
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[3] See Appendix One, letters of 16 Aug to 12 Oct 1890; it is possible that these comments 
indicate an undescended testicle or two (which occurs in 3% of full-term infant boys, including 
my father Jamie Gordon Akers Campbell, who had four sons). 
 
[4] See also letters from Robert Hart (Appendix One) on 3 Jul and 11 Sep 1892, which note 
ANC together with others in a “canoe voyage” accompanied by a “steam launch.” Little 
published record of this channel crossing has yet been found. However, it is likely that the 
following report in newspapers of 1892 did refer to it. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Derby Daily Telegraph: Wednesday, 20 July 1892. “A CROSS CHANNEL ROW.  
A [daring and] successful attempt to row across the Channel, from Folkestone to Boulogne, 
took place on Tuesday in an ordinary open four-oared galley by the pupils of Sir Edmund 
Currie’s Technical School. The party left Folkestone at 5.20 a.m., and reached the French port 
at 10.50. This is the fastest time on record. Smooth water was encountered until the Varne 
[Lightship was reached, where owing to the shallow water and conflicting currents, the water 
was broken.] The rowers were accompanied by a steam launch, on board of which were Sir 
Edmund Currie and Mr. Dent Wetherhead.” [This was repeated with minor variations in 
Portsmouth Evening News Wed 20 Jul 1892; Gloucester Citizen 20 Jul 1892; Nottinghamshire 
Guardian 23 Jul 1892; Leeds Times 23 Jul 1892; Manchester Courier and Lancashire General 
Advertiser Sat 23 Jul 1892.] A briefer report also appeared in The Engineer on 22 July 1892 (p. 
76): “In five and a half hours a.four-oared crew rowed on the 18th inst. from Folkestone to 
Boulogne, the crew being pupils of Sir Edmund Currie’s Technical School, Folkestone.” 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Left: probably James Baillie Campbell (1872-92), eldest brother of RRC, ANC and LGC. 
Right: perhaps JBC or possibly ANC, who left no other photos definitely identified so far. 
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 Evidently the school was involved in other crossings during the early 1890s. The Exeter 
and Plymouth Gazette of 25 June 1891 reported: “A lad named Hoare, a boarder at a 
Folkestone school, has had a terrible experience in the Channel and a very narrow escape from 
drowning....” The Dover Express of 3 July 1891 [see also Gloucester Citizen of 26 June 1891 
and Exeter and Plymouth Gazette of 27 June 1891] reported: “PLUCKY PULL ACROSS THE 
CHANNEL. A correspondent at Boulogne sends the following interesting particulars of a row 
across the Channel by a numbers of pupils of Sir Edmund Hay Currie’s technical school at 
Folkestone... [with] Henry, Bliss, Leveridge, Muir [and] Biddulph [but not Campbell].” The  
Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald of 2 Sepember 1893 reported a story with headline 
“CROSSING THE CHANNEL IN A CANOE” but no clear link to the school. 
 
[5] Edmund Hay Currie’s Schools have little readily accessed records on the Internet, other 
than occasional advertisements for the school, for example in the Morning Post (London, 
England), e.g., on  5 April and 13 December 1895. 
 
[6] See Appendix Two for details. As a Lieutenant, ANC appears to have been working for 
Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur E. Sandbach, Chief Intelligence Officer to General Sir Redvers 
Buller.. ANC was on very friendly terms with Col. Sandbach despite their differences in rank. He 
helped to establish “Steinaecker’s Horse” – an irregular “bunch of mercenaries and 
bushwhackers... recruited by the British in order to fight Boer guerrillas in the bushveld” during 
1900-1902 (Wikipedia for Komatipoort). Scouting and raiding behind enemy lines, its main aim 
was to stop the movement of arms and men from Portuguese East Africa [now Mozambique] to 
the Boers in Transvaal and Orange Free State. Also, it prevented the movement of Boer 
despatches, and hindered the movement of Boer Commandos. Its main base was in Komatipoort, 
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 Unlabeled photograph with Gill & Sue Duff, grand-daughters of RRC (upper right). Lower: 
his children Ella & Donald. Upper left: his mother, Ellen Mary née Lewis (1848-1933)? 
Ellen’s father may have been “T.R. Lewis” born about 1807 (histfam.familysearch.org). 
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along the northeast border of South Africa, with but there were many outposts. “It is clear that 
Campbell was involved in more than simply running agents in and out of the border areas;control 
of military units, as well as logistical support, were apparently additional aspects of the work in 
the Consulate” (Diespecker 1994; cited in Appendix Two). Bill Goldsworthy has assembled 
much information on the personnel and activities of  Steinacker’s Horse 
(http://www.steinaeckershorse.com/). 
 
 Several comments in original documents and historical interpretations (Appendix Two) 
suggest that ANC, only 24 years old, was a relatively aggressive organizer who did not flinch 
from the perceived need to go around conventional channels of communication within different 
branches of the British forces and diplomatic corps, in order to get the job done. He does appear 
to have had support from his direct superiors, and they seem to have recognized his exuberant 
persistence. The Directorate of Military Intelligence in Bloemfontein asked for ANC’s recall on 
the grounds his posting would ‘only upset matters.’ But Sandbach replied that Lord Roberts’ 
military secretary had already given approval and the posting had been immediately acted upon. 
 
[7] During this period, Robert Hart’s letters (Appendix One) reveal that ANC was also 
considering employment in the Chinese Customs Service; see letters dated 5 Jan to 14 Feb 
1902. Also, the letters indicate that JDC wrote to Lord Roberts, then Commander-in-Chief of 
British Forces, urging that ANC be recognised more or advanced further within the 
government. This effort appears to have led to ANC’s appointment in the Portuguese Boundary 
Commission; see 8 Mar to 27 Dec 1903 
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Left, Colonel Ludwig von Steinaecker in the uniform he designed himself 
[http://www.archaetnos.co.za/our-passion/]; Right, ISBN 9780958478243 
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[8] Some general background on the family in 1906 or 7 comes from a letter (in possession of 
Gill and Sue Duff) dated 2nd March from James Duncan Campbell to Smollett Campbell, his 
first cousin in the Chinese Customs Service, posted to Peking after 1895, who also had a son 
named Archibald. JDC lived from 1833 to 1907, working 45 for the Chinese Customs Service. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 My dear Smollett, I was glad to receive a telegram from the I.G. [Inspector General Robert 
Hart] on 11th January appointing Archie [son of Smollett] to Chafoo from 1st May... 
 
 We are all well at home. I had a bout of rheumatism last year, but I am all right now. 
Archie [3rd son of JDC] left us about 10 days ago for his mining enterprise in Portuguese 
Zambesia. (See cutting enclosed). – Bob [2nd son] is a Junior Examiner in the Board of 
Education, where there are several other Barristers. He has already made his mark there and has 
been appointed Secretary to two Commissions. Gordon [4th son] will finish his 3 years’ course 
at the School of Mines in June next. Up to the present, he has taken a 1st class in every 
examination. He will probably go out to So. Africa for a few months and return for an extra 
(optional) course of Metallurgy at the School of Mines in January. Louie [1st daughter] is still 
unmarried although she has had (I don’t know how) many offers! – Jeanie [2nd daugher] is 
very happy with her little boy “Charles Campbell Ridgeway” [who later taiught at St. Peter’s 
Court school]. 
 
 Let me know how you find Archie fitting in, after he has been with you a week or so, and 
tell me all about yourselves.  
  
 Our love to you all, your affectionate cousin, J.D. Campbell 
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View of Lourenço Marques and Delagoa Bay in Portuguese East Africa about 1902. This 
old harbour is now known as Maputo (in Mozambique). It played a critical role during the 
Boer War, initially supplying the Boers before the railway into Transvaal was captured by 
the British. See Appendix 3 for activities involving ANC in this region during 1900-1901. 
<http://www.ebay.com.sg/itm/Antique-Boer-War-Print-c1902-View-of-Delagoa-Bay-/121168085528> 

 



 50 

[9] Ferreira, Sandra (2001). The International Impact of the Boer War. Annexation, Partition 
or Independence, Acumen Publishing. From Chapter 11 - The British in Delagoa Bay in the 
Aftermath of the Boer War.  
 

 “The British in Delagoa Bay (Lourenço Marques) were an economically influential 
community. They formed the largest group of foreigners in Portuguese East Africa's capital city 
during the first half of the twentieth century. A London daily newspaper described them as “the 
most progressive and wealthy community at the port”. They were state contractors and 
comprised the comprador elite. Together with their Portuguese agents, they engaged in 
speculative activities, and dominated the economic sectors of shipping, handling agencies, 
insurance and large-scale importation.” 
 

 “Given Delagoa Bay's strategic position, in terms of trade, transport and labour links with 
the southern African region, the presence of British capital and enterprise was important, as a 
means of securing control – both economic and political – over the port. This was particularly 
the case after the end of the Boer War (1899–1902). No longer essential to the political and 
economic independence of a British-controlled Transvaal, Delagoa Bay was, nevertheless, still 
a crucial factor in maintaining the flow of manual labour for the mining industry. The impact of 
British capital penetration, and its role in the stimulation of systematic economic colonialism in 
Mozambique was evident in many sectors of the economy. The activities targeted included the 
chartered companies, wholesale and retail distribution, economic and supportive infra-
structures, the import/export trade, plantation agriculture and, less successfully, mining. 
Although the promotion of British private enterprise in East Africa was part of a post-
“scramble” Foreign Office policy aimed at British territories, the effects were nevertheless felt 
in Portuguese East Africa. 
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Postcard from Lourenço Marques in about 1905. The British were an economically 
influential community after the war in Portuguese East Africa, the largest foreign group. 
<http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3d/Lourenco-Marques-pc-c1905.jpg> 
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[10] See Appendix Four for details of ANC’s activities and more recent exploration in the 
region. Note also potential confusion with mines near Machinga in southern Malawi (formerly 
Nyasaland), a different place about 100 miles to the east. 
 
[11] “T.A. Dick, a former captain in the Royal Horse Artillery” may have been the “Tommy 
Dick” who married a “Miss Pomeroy” in 1903 and was son of Thomas Dick, a commissioner in 
the Chinese Customs Service who died of cholera in 1877 (see letter 1282 in “The I.G. in 
Peking: Letters of Robert Hart, Chinese Maritime Customs, 1868-1907”, published by Harvard 
Univ. Press in 1975). Bryant and May was a United Kingdom company created in the mid-
nineteenth century specifically to make matches. Their original Bryant and May Factory was 
located in Bow, London. They later opened other match factories in the United Kingdom and 
Australia, such as the Bryant and May Factory, Melbourne; and they owned match factories in 
other parts of the world (from Wikipedia). However, little further information has been found 
concerning Arthur Bryant and the other partners in this Campbell’s Zambesia Minerals 
Company. Robert Hart, the godfather of ANC, also invested at least £1000 in the Zambesia 
Minerals Company, according to letters of 3 Dec 1905 to 22 Jul 1906 (Appendix One). This 
was a substantial investment, with value today of at least £100,000. No doubt ANC was under 
great pressure to succeed in this endeavour, not just for his own personal enrichment and for his 
dream of rebuilding his family’s heritage in Scotland, but also now to provide lucrative results 
for his patrons and partners. Moreover, his father, James Duncan Campbell, who also dreamed 
of reestablishing the Craignish succession, had lost much money in stock market crashes of 
1884 with the Oriental Bank, and in 1893-95 with American companies. Some details of JDC’s 
affairs are provided in Robert Campbell’s memoir (published in 1970 as “James Duncan 
Campbell, A Memoir by his Son” by Harvard Univ. Press, Cambridge, Mass., 125 pages). 
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In August 1914 the name of the Russian capital was changed from the Germanic “St. Peters-
burg” to the more Russian equivalent “Petrograd” <www.reedline.com/Workout/0901.htm> 
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[12] There have been several accounts of political struggles within Mozambique since colonial 
times: for example, A. & B. Isaacson (1976, cited in the figure captions above). See also, Eric 
Allina (2012), “The Men in the Middle and Critiques of Colonial Labor in Central 
Mozambique” (Humanity, Vol. 3):  “...Yet as this minor drama unfolded on the small stage of 
district-level colonial administration – where to suggest that white settlers respect even the 
limited bundle of rights colonial law afforded Africans was tantamount to an act of insanity – a 
greater performance was stirring in Geneva, where the young League of Nations was preparing 
to hold hearings on the “question of slavery.” Those hearings would produce Conventions on 
Slavery (1926) and on Forced Labor (1930), both deeply flawed and limited in impact, but 
which laid the groundwork for subsequent, more effective agreements.” Other sources include  
J.M.D. MacKenzie (1969), “African Labour in South Central Africa, 1890-1914 and 
Nineteenth Century Colonial Labour Theory”; W. G. Clarence-Smith ( 1985), “The Third 
Portuguese Empire, 1825-1975: A Study in Economic Imperialism’; and Catherine Higgs 
( 2012), “Chocolate Islands: Cocoa, Slavery, and Colonial Africa.” 
 
[13] This statement about being “virtually in sole charge” is probably an exaggeration. There is 
no mention of George Mansfield Smith-Cumming, first director of what would become the 
Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), later known as MI6; see Appendix Three for details. Did 
Archie boast and bend the truth for his elder brother? And did he make too much of his role to 
colleagues while in Petrograd? Was he perhaps largely restricted to a relatively bureaucratic job, 
organizing and training recruits rather than pursuing more dangerous activities in the field? 
However, Mansfield-Cumming was seriously injured in a car accident during the summer 1914, 
and did not work for at least six weeks. Was ANC perhaps an interim replacement for some 
functions within the London office? 
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Captain Sir George Mansfield Smith-Cumming, 
KCMG CB (1859-1923) was the first director of 
what would become the Secret Intelligence 
Service (SIS), also known as MI6. Between 
1909 and 1914 he recruited part-time casual 
agents in the shipping and arms business to keep 
track of naval construction in German shipyards 
and acquire other technical intelligence. He also 
had agents collecting German intelligence in 
Brussels, Rotterdam, and St Petersburg. 
Cumming worked long hours. He wrote in his 
diary in August 1910 that he worked from “9.30 
am to 11.30 pm, with 2 hours off, say 12 hours 
(a day), but I get very short Saturday afternoon 
and no Sunday. It is bound to continue for a year 
or two, but after that should settle down.” 
Initially, Cumming’s main task was to collect 
evidence of German planning for a war against 
Britain. Without the resources to employ full-
time agents, Cumming was unable to find any 
evidence of such a plan. His most important 
agent was Sidney Reilly based in St Petersburg 
(material from spartacus-educational.com). 
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[14] Exactly when ANC got back into this affair is not clear. It is possible that he was the 
person referred to in the following extract from The Times of 19 Nov 1919, p. 20:  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ZAMBESIA MINING DEVELOPMENT (LIMITED). “AN EXTENSIVE COAL AREA” 
IMPORTANCE OF DEPOSITS TO EAST AFRICA. The Ordinary General Meeting of the 
Zambesia Mining Development (Limited) was held yesterday at the registered office of the 
company, 2, Thames House, Queen-street-place, E.C., Sir Alfred Sharpe, K.C.M.G., C.B. (the 
chairman), presiding... The Chairman said... I have before me an analysis by Mr. Campbell, 
Director of Mines of the Compania da Zambesia, showing as follows:—Ash, 13.2 per cent... 
[regarding coal quality]. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Appendix Four provides some extracts from the official documents of the arbitration. The 
resulting indemnity was reported in several British newspapers during 1931: Dundee Courier  
(8 May); Hartlepool Mail (13 Jun); Nottingham Evening Post (13 Jun); Aberdeen Journal (15 
Jun); Burnley Express (17 Jun); and [?why last?] London Times (Jun 20, p. 11, “Rep. 2559”). 
 
[15] Anonymous (2010). Individual English Schools – St. Peter's Court Preparatory School. 
<http://histclo.com/schun/country/eng/is/alpha/s/prep-stpc.html> The following is extracted. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
St. Peter’s Court School was a preparatory school located in Broadstairs, Kent [near] Thanet, 
the eastern tip of Kent. Several prep. boarding schools were located there. The schools were 
located there because the climate in the south along the coast was seen as a healthy place for 
children. Not only were there other prep schools in Westgate, Ramsgate and Broadstairs. 
Convalescent homes were also opened there. The Royal Sea Bathing Hospital, a treatment 
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 “House on the Zambesi, early 1900s” (dcstamps.com). Any dreams that ANC had of settling 
in Portuguese East Africa must have gradually faded during the 1920s, but there was LGC... 
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center for Tuberculosis was also located there. St. Peter's was a prestigious school, serving as a 
‘feeder’ prep school for Eton and some important public schools. Prince Henry (a son of 
George V) also attended St. Peters. He was the first British prince to attend a regular school. 
His older brothers (Edward and Albert) attended the Royal Navy School at Osborne and it was 
a shock for the boys. Prince George also attended St, Peter's (1910-13), although he did not live 
with the boarders. This of course reflected the prestige of the school. We note two aristocractic 
Scottish boys, sons of the Viscount of Stonehaven, attending the School in the 1920s (Ian and 
Greville) before going on go Eton. Like other schools along the southern coast, it was 
evacuated during World War II. The school closed after World war II during the Wilson 
Labour Government (1969). Not only did the Labour Government introduce polices that 
adversely affected private schools, but the Socialist economies policies were a major factor in 
the stagnant economy which also adversely affected private schools. When it closed in 1969, 
the school merged with Wellesley House, Ramsgate Road, Broadstairs, which is still there 
today. Source: Cooper, Christian. E-mail message, May 23, 2010 (website has further details). 
 
[16] The writer of this memoir was Robert Ronald Campbell, so the apparent misprint R.L.C. is 
mysterious – Did he want to change his middle name to Lachlan? This name may have held a 
special reverence within the family, having been used several times during the 18th and 19th 
Centuries. RRC named his own son Donald Lachlan Campbell. Moreover, my grandfather, 
born Lewis Gordon Campbell, signed his name occasionally as Lachlan Gordon Campbell 
during the last years of the First World War (records at National Archives, Kew). In 2000s and 
2010s, Lachlan has been a very common baby name in Australia and New Zealand 
(Wikipedia). 
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Photograph: ANC or his younger brother, [Lewis] Gordon Campbell (grandfather of JJNC). 
During the 1920s, LGC also considered mining in Africa but did not follow through. 
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APPENDICES 
 
One. Extracts from letters of Robert Hart to James Duncan Campbell. 
 
Two. Historical notes and illustrations from the Boer War. 
 
Three. Historical notes and illustrations from the First World War. 
 
Four. Historical notes and illustrations from the Machinga Mine (Mozambique). 
 
==================================================================== 
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Appendix One. Extracts from Letters of Robert Hart to James Duncan Campbell.. 
 
 These are extracts that mention Archibald Niel Campbell, usually as “Archie”—the 
godson of Robert Hart. There is much additional material in these letters concerning the family 
of James Duncan Campbell, which could be usefully compiled in further historical work. The 
letters were published in: J.K. Fairbank, K.F. Bruner and E.M. Matheson. 1975. “The I.G. in 
Peking: Letters of Robert Hart, Chinese Maritime Customs, 1868-1907” Harvard University 
Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 2 volumes. Each extract below follows the letter number 
used in this book, plus the date of original writing. The numbered footnotes of Fairbank et al. 
are inserted verbatim here within square brackets [ ], not at the bottom of each page as in their 
book.  
 
154: 3 Oct 1876. Of course, I’ll be happy to be a Godfather to the young gentleman: what do 
you call him? [6. Hart’s godson was Campbell’s fourth child, Archibald Neil Campbell. He had 
a career in the army during the Boer War and then in mining enterprises in Africa.] With kind 
regards to Mrs. Campbell and yourself and best wishes for the last arrived. 
 
721: 13 Oct 1889. P.S. I enclose a cheque for £100 as a present for my godson Archy (with my 
love) to help to buy his naval outfit: I hope he’ll pass and do well [1. Campbell’s fourth child 
was Archibald Neil, who, as it turned out, had a career in the army rather than the navy.] 
 
736: 26 Jan 1890. I am sorry to hear about Archie. I hope the “medical treatment” will do him 
no harm. I would rather trust to nature! Do you remember Dr. Barton? One of his sons suffered 
the same way. When telling me of the Doctor said—“He can get a child all the same”! Archie’s 
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letter was neatly written and well expressed—but I was never addressed in the same way 
before—“my dear Godfather”! 
 
738: 16 Feb 1890. I hope that treatment will not do Archie any harm.—Poor little man! 
 
751: 8 Jun 1890. I am glad to hear good news of Archie and hope he’ll get his “dirk”. I heard of 
similar cases before and they were described as of no consequence: one man, a doctor, said to 
me (speaking of his own son) “It doesn’t matter: he may get a child all the same—you know!” 
 
755: 6 Jul 1890. I hope Archie goes on to your satisfaction. 
 
762: 10 Aug 1890. I hope Archie has won his “dirk”, and is otherwise progressing. 
 
763: 16 Aug 1890. I am very glad Archie came out so well and I trust he will be fit in time; it is 
good, too, to see you can write so satisfactorily about Jimmie and Bobbie. It has been to their 
advantage generally to have not only their mother but “the necessary man”—yourself—at hand 
to guide and control and stimulate. In this respect I have not been able to do anything for my 
young people: they may regret it later on. 
 
765: 31 Aug 1890. Nothing from you last mail: so I suppose you were with Archie—I hope 
you’ve put him all right! 
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769: 21 Sep 1890. What fun that Bobby should be first in—Divinity!  Is he to be a Bishop? I 
sincerely hope Archie has not been rejected again! [2. Campbell’s son Robert did not enter the 
ministry but the law; Archibald went into the army.] 
 
772: 12 Oct 1890. I am very sorry Archie has not passed into the navy; I hope he will settle 
down bravely to whatever you decide—for him. I think Civil Engineering—if a fellow as a 
taste for it—a very promising profession: it will have a big field in China for the next 
generation! 
 
832: 10 Apr 1892. I am glad Archie is doing so well. I hope you are having him thought for and 
looked after, so that he may not have an experience of Maze’s troubles. [Frederick Maze, 
Hart’s nephew, succeeded him in 1929-43.] 
 
841: 5 Jun 1892. Glad to hear Archie and Robbie are doing so well. 
 
845: 3 Jul 1892. I hope Archie got on with his Canoe voyage all right: I dreamt that the canoe 
capsized and that the steam launch carried him to land! 
 
858: 11 Sep 1892. I’m glad to see the channel was crossed safely, but I wish Archie had done it 
alone in his own canoe. 
 
867: 25 Nov 1892. Archie’s letter to myself does his head and heart infinite credit. Somehow or 
other I never think of Jimmie as dead: he is still a living personage for me—only gone 
elsewhere! I hope you have all got over the terrible grief the news first caused you: your sorrow 
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will be lasting, but it will mellow in time. 
 
915: 8 Jan 1894. I had a nice letter from Archie yesterday and shall write presently. I enclose a 
£100 for Bobbie’s first year. [2. See letter 905.] 
 
939: 12 Aug 1894. Hope Archie won! 
 
940: 19 Aug 1894. I am very glad Archie has got in and I trust he’ll come out high up and so 
secure what he coverts—a commission in the R.E. [1. Royal Engineers.] I think it is on the 
place a man takes when leaving that his commission depends—and not on that at entering. 
Bobbie’s first place is also pleasant. 
 
943: 9 Sep 1894. This defection of Bruce’s has, of course, hit me hard, and life has changed for 
me more than I can explain: I wish so much he were like your Archie or Bobbie [Hart’s son, 
Bruce, had left China for an uncertain future, perhaps rebelling against his father.] With the 
start I can give him, what a career he might make! However, if he’ll be a good man, and be 
happy in his own way, and work out his destiny on his own lines,--that must do!  
 
982: 11 Aug 1895. Glad to hear such a good account of Archie. 
 
1004: 19 Jan 1896. I hope Archie improves: I’m sorry he’s been ill. 
 
1049: 10 Jan 1897. I owe Bobbie and Archie letters still: will write as soon as I can get time. 
Kind regards to all yours! 
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1058: 21 Mar 1897. I hope Archie will do well at the Cape; the £100 was to help him with his 
outfit, etc. 
 
1061: 11 Apr 1897. I enclose a cheque for the outfit gift I wired to you to give Archie (£100 : 
B.E./248). He may see very stirring times at the Cape—I hope he went out strong and well. 
Milner is Ready’s cousin—a very capable man judging from Egypt; but the Transvaal is 
another kind of “nut” and the future must be waited for to see what will come out of it [4. In the 
growing friction between Great Britain and the Transvaal, Sir Alfred Milner, who had been 
undersecretary for finance in Egypt from 1889 to 1892 and subsequently chairman of the Board 
of Inland Revenue, was appointed high commissioner in South Africa in August 1897.] 
 
1081: 19 Sep 1897. I am glad Bobbie has done so well at his finals and that Archie is so 
favourably thought of at the Cape. 
 
1144: 24 Sep 1899. The Reuter’s telegrams look like war with the Boers. It’s a great pity to 
have to fight them, but British supremacy must be upheld! I hope Archie will come through it 
safely and with distinction: he’s lucky to be on the ground so young! [2. Archibald Campbell 
was nineteen years old and already in South Africa when the Boer was began.] 
 
1145: 1 Oct 1899. I hope you have good news from Archie and that all may go well with him. 
 
1146: 15 Oct 1899. This Transvaal affair will I fear to be sorrowful one: every Boer bullet will 
hit a British soldier! Even our loose line formation will be poor opposed to their individual 
tactics over rough country that they know well. I shall not be surprised to hear of disaster after 
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disaster, and panic after panic, on our side: we ought to win in the end, but at what a cost of 
men in the field and business upset in all directions there and elsewhere! I hope Archie will 
come out of it scatheless, and with both V.C. and C.B.—but I wish there had been no war, and I 
fear Wilson’s way of looking at it (vide “Investors Review”) 19 Agst.) is the right one! 
 
1147 22 Oct 1899. I hope your news from Archie is good: where and under whom is he now 
serving? 
 
1149: 6 Nov 1899. Hope your news from Archie is always good! 
 
1153: 10 Dec 1899. Sir Claude [MacDonald—British Ambassador] is also back. In this 
cosmopolitan place, I cannot be always running to the British Legation: Chinese work on a 
cosmopolitan footing is what I have to keep to the front—I don’t want any Legation support: all 
that I want is that the legations should either leave me alone, or at least not oppose and make 
difficulties for the Customs!... I am glad that Archie is so much to the front, and I trust he’ll get 
through safe and sound! 
 
1154: 17 Dec 1899. You must be awfully anxious about Archie: but you have not a monopoly 
of anxiety—how many others are anxious too about sons, brothers, fathers, husbands, 
sweethearts! He’ll be in the thick of it one of these days and I do trust he will be one of the 
fortunate ones that do their duty as bravely as the bravest and yet come out as unscathed as if 
they had never fought—though probably he would rather be wounded than not! 
 
1155: 24 Dec 1899. I hope Archie keeps well through it all. 
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1157: 6 Jan 1900. I wonder what Archie is doing and where? I hope he will distinguish himself, 
but so far the Intelligence Department is as bad as bad can be, and Lord Wolseley’s admission 
of ignorance in his speech ought to cost him his Field Marshal’s baton: it would if he were in 
China! [Wolseley, Commander in Chief of British Army, failed to persuade the government to 
supply sufficient troops for dealing with the Boer threat, leading to the siege of Mafeking from 
16 Oct 1899 to 17 May 1900.]—Thanks for Jeanie’s photo: what a sweet girl she is! and 
Gordon, what a bright-looking lad he is! [1. Lewis Gordon Campbell, youngest son of the 
family, was fifteen at this time.] By the way, has Bobbie settled down to anything yet? 
 
1160: 4 Feb 1900. I hope Archie will come out of it safely but I hope the Generals do more to 
ascertain the numbers and positions and movements of the enemy than depend on his 
examination of scouts and spies, etc.! 
 
1164: 18 Mar 1900. The extract from Archie’s letter is most interesting: I hope he’ll come out 
covered with glory, but unmarked by wounds. 
 
1165: 1 Apr 1900. Thanks for second extract from Archie’s letters (7th Jany): it is very 
interesting. I fear we are far from being “out of the wood” yet although we have got the Boers 
out of Natal and govern the S.W. corner of the orange Free State, the Transvaal frontier along 
the railway line to and past Mafeking is open. 
 
1166: 15 Apr 1900. Thanks for extracts from Archie’s letters—very interesting! 
 
1169: 13 May 1900. I hope you get better news of Archie’s health. 
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1173: 10 Jun 1900. Thanks for Archie’s news re Dutch colonists, etc.: they agree with what one 
sees in Reviews regarding Dutch clergy, etc.: It is nice to have had him selected for special 
services, but would he not have preferred the front, its activity and danger? 
 
1176: 15 Sep 1900. Thank Archie for his congratulations. 
 
1181: 28 Oct 1900. Thank Archie please: I have not had time to answer ¼ of the 
congratulations and then only by deputy! 
 
1198: 31 Mar 1901. I hope Archie got something for his work [5. Archie was mentioned in a 
dispatch from General Buller as “a young officer of great ability and energy.”]. I am very glad 
he is, so far, safe and sound, and I trust he’ll keep so. 
 
1208: 28 Jul 1901. I enclose a cheque in your favour to pay into Archie’s account: I suppose 
that is the best way to render it useful to him. 
 
1214: 22 Sep 1901. I hope you got the £100 for Archie all right and also £400 for A/c Z: sent in 
896 & 897. 
 
1206: 23 Jun 1901. Archie’s letter was very welcome. I must try and write to him this week. 
 
1230 5 Jan 1902. Archie’s letter is very good and very interesting, but I do not recommend him 
to take up China! I fear his special employment has taken him out of the line for honours and 
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promotions: I was hoping he’d make a D.S.O. at least out of it! [5. Distinguished Service 
Order.] 
 
1237: 20 Apr 1902. I am very glad Archie has got his captaincy, and I hope S. Africa is now to 
see fighting ended. 
 
1266: 14 Feb 1903. As regards Archie—I doubt very much whether he would be wise to take 
his fate in his own hands and come out to study Chinese and wait for the chances such fitness 
would enable him—if they ever came—to take hold of.  
 
1271: 8 Mar 1903. I am sorry to read how worried you are about your three boys [1. Gordon 
Campbell had been rejected by the Army Medical Board because of a slight heart defect; 
Archie, who had been given less leave from the army than he felt was his due, had been passed 
over for promotion and the DSO, both of which he considered had been promised him; and Bob 
was regretting having gone into the law “seeing how long a barrister may have to wait before 
he can earn a livelihood.”] Archie ought to have had his reward long ago and I have been 
surprised at its non-appearance: of course that South African offer is tempting—he might make 
a very good thing of it, but it would be a pity to abandon the Military career he has given his 
first years to—I hope it will all come right in the end. Gordon’s case is curious, but I hope, too, 
it will end by putting him on the right track for the work of a life-time. Bob cannot expect to be 
Lord Chancellor for a year or two yet: all the great men at the Bar had to go through hard times 
at the start, and that is probably why they became great: don’t let him be discouraged! He 
ought, of course, to try some side occupation—literary work, reporting, etc., and also learn to 
live on next-to-nothing! 
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1301: 8 Nov 1903. I hope your letter to Lord Roberts has put Archie where he ought to be. But 
how slipshod are all our military doings and arrangements! 
 
1302: 15 Nov 1903. I hope you got Ld. Roberts to do something for Archie, but I fear your—I 
suppose he would call it threat, that Archie would leave the Army if not properly recognised, 
etc., will have rubbed him the wrong way! 
 
1309: 27 Dec 1903. I hope Archie’s Boundary Commission appointment will be a good thing 
for him [1. After Campbell’s letter to Lord Roberts (see letter 1302), Archie Campbell was 
appointed to the Boundary Commission in Portuguese East Africa and N.E. Rhodesia, to start 
January 1904.] 
 
1391: 3 Dec 1905. Archie wrote to me re Mining work in Zambesia 12 July last, but I could not 
answer sooner. I am willing to take one hundred Ten Pound shares, and enclosed is cheque for 
£1000 [6. Archie Campbell was engaged in an enterprise called Campbell’s Zambesi Minerals 
Co. Ltd., in which his father reported that the “prospects were most favourable”.] Please do 
what is necessary. 
 
1398: 21 Jan 1906. How is Archie’s mining getting on? I hope he’ll emerge a Millionaire. 
 
1402: 4 Mar 1906. I hope Archie’s enterprise will succeed—and unless the gold gives out I 
have no doubt it will: as he will work it intelligently, resolutely, and honestly. 
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1414: 22 Jul 1906. I enclose a Zambesia letter: kindly have it attended to and the documents 
placed with my other papers in the Bank of England. [3. By a “Zambesia letter” Hart means 
one dealing with his investment in Archibald Campbell’s mine in South Africa.] 
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Appendix Two. Historical notes and illustrations from the Boer War. 
 
D.D. Diespecker (1994). British intelligence operations in Mozambique in August 1900.  
South African Military History Society, Military History Journal. Vol. 9, No. 6. 
 
 “The text of the letter reproduced below was written by Archibald Campbell. [War Office 
132/22 XC 24737]. (Interestingly, he may be the person briefly described as a station chief in 
Petrograd in September 1914. [Andrew, C. 1985. Secret Service: the Making of the British 
Intelligence Community. Pages 297-298.]. At the time, he was a major and was recalled in April 
1915 after complaints had been made against him – ‘lack of tact’ and ‘assuming unwarrantable 
authority’ – by both the military and naval attaches). In an exchange of telegrams between the 
Director of Military Intelligence (DMI) Army Headquarters in Bloemfontein and the Assistant 
Adjutant General (AAG) Intelligence Headquarters in Natal at Ladysmith on 18 March 1900 
concerning the distribution of intelligence officers in Natal, a Lieutenant Campbell was described 
as being at the capital, Pietermaritzburg. [War Office 132/19 XC 15116.] 
 
 “The addressee, Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur E. Sandbach, was Chief Intelligence Officer to 
General Sir Reders Buller...  It is a friendly and personal letter rather than a military report, 
although it summarizes both intelligence and military operations.  The style indicates that 
Campbell was on very friendly terms with Col. Sandbach despite their differences in rank... 

 
BRITISH CONSULATE. LOURENCO MARQUES. 14TH Aug 1900. 
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Dear Col. Sandbach, Yours of the 16th and 29th July have just arrived.  I feel most guilty, 
not to have written you privately and regularly since you sent me here, to let you know how 
affairs have been going; but now I am going to seize one hour, and refuse absolutely to see 
anyone until I finish you a letter of respectable length. 
 
I am so glad you are pleased with S & Co. [Steinaecker’s Horse who scouted and raided 
behind enemy lines]. For my part, I was becoming disappointed at their long-seeming 
inactivity after the bridge episode; for considerable sums were being spent, with a great deal 
of anxious worry to us here in Laurenco Marques owing to the delicate work which we have 
to do in connection with them, and no definite results were forthcoming. 
 
By means of a little false information judiciously spread here, the local Boers were led to 
believe that after all the K B. expedition had landed; so that the British force in the Lebombo 
has been continually reported at anything between 300 and 2000 men!  A result which S's 
well-arranged patrols – as soon as he had been increased and equipped as far as possible to 
four times his original numbers – helped to confirm; for they have been reported to the 
Boers, here today and somewhere else tomorrow, in absurdly exaggerated numbers... 
We have been rather unfortunate here lately with our underground people. The Boer 
precautions against them are most difficult to contend with... 
 
Work here in the shipping and contraband line goes on as fast as ever. Since our success in 
the Customs and Railway, which has led to a fairly general exposé and consequent dismissal 
of several more or less prominent [Portuguese] officials – and recently, of the [Portuguese] 
Director of Customs himself – the [British] Consul-General [Captain Fritz Crowe] has been 
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granted at last a much more satisfactory, and in fact a recognised status for his employées 
and representatives, which enables us now to maintain a closer watch on all cargoes and 
railway goods traffic. The staff has therefore been lately increased in proportion to the 
extended scope of their work, and as I myself could not in addition to other duties keep in 
touch with and personally look after this reorganized and now large “department”, Capt. 
Crowe thought it best to hand it over to Mr. Diespecker... 
 
...If only Capt Crowe had come here earlier, to seize the grand opportunity for doing real 
valuable work, which Mr. Ross [previous Consul-General] so lamentably failed to carry out, 
the war might have been brought to a close much sooner! 
 
We have put forward two or three schemes for the blocking of the passage of Transvaal 
cargoes, but though pressed, the FO [Foreign Office in London] did not “catch on” [direct 
interference was not acceptable for diplomatic reasons]. The latest scheme, after 
considerable delay and loss of opportunities, has been happily taken up. Already 100,000 
pounds [sterling] worth of provisions has been bought up, and the whole town’s stock as 
well as one or two recent cargoes, have been swept into H B M’s [Her Britannic Majesty's] 
larders!...” 

 
 [D.D. Diespecker notes:] “Lourenco Marques must have been a hot-bed of espionage and 
counter-espionage at this time.  Kruger's Secret Service was very efficient and was well funded – 
the ZAR [South African Republic] spent more on its intelligence operations than the British War 
Office spent on its entire Intelligence Division...  Following an apparently effective 
disinformation campaign, the British team, based in the Consulate, was able to surmise what the 
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Boer agents were ‘led to believe.’  However, Campbell's spirited remarks imply a cosmic 
overview; either the British intelligence team received remarkably accurate feedback concerning 
the effects of their propaganda, or Sandbach was being offered some of Campbell’s wishful 
thinking...  It is clear that Campbell was involved in more than simply running agents in and out 
of the border areas; control of military units, as well as logistical support, were apparently 
additional aspects of the work in the Consulate. Whatever else it may have been, Steinaecker's 
Horse was a British-inspired force of scouts and mounted infantry, the majority of whom were 
probably more experienced as ‘scouts’ than ‘infantry,’ ie they were a motley and ill-disciplined 
crew, certainly more identifiable as a guerilla force than anything else... Campbell's reference to 
Ross’ failure to carry out valuable work was far from diplomatic, if not indiscreet.” 
 
D. Diespecker (1996). The naming of Steinaecker's Horse. The South African Military History 
Society. Military History Journal Vol. 10, No. 3.  
 
 Regarding the establishment of organized secret support for Steinaecker's Horse from Lt.-
Co. A E Sandbach, Chief Intelligence Officer for the [British] Natal Army: “Sandbach reacted 
immediately [we may suppose that Gen Butler was consulted] and sent written instructions to Lt. 
A Campbell on the same day. Campbell was Deputy AAG [Assistant Adjutant-General] and 
some of his informal reports to his Colonel have survived. Campbell’s orders were to report to 
Capt. Crowe at Lourenco Marques where he was ‘...to arrange matters in regard to 
STEINACKER [sic].’  Campbell was told that there had been some correspondence with 
Bloemfontein regarding him and that Sir Revers Buller wanted it made clear that Campbell was 
‘...not to interfere in any Intelligence arrangements for Capetown... [but]... you are to keep us 
informed of all Intelligence that you can gather that concerns us; and that you are to act under the 
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orders of the Consul-General in all you do.’ Campbell was authorized to show Crowe the cypher 
system which Sandbach had arranged.” 
 
H.M. Jones (1996). The Delagoa Bay Railway and the origin of Steinaecker's Horse.  
South African Military History Society, Military History Journal. Vol. 10, No. 3.   
 
 “The Military History Journal recently carried an article on British intelligence operations in 
Delagoa Bay during the 2nd Anglo-Boer War. It was based on a letter from Lt A N Campbell RA 
to Lt-Col A E Sandbach RE, dated 14 August 1900, describing intelligence work carried out from 
the British Consulate-General in Lourenço Marques (Maputo) and referring initially to the work 
of ‘S & Co’, which was correctly identified by the author as a force led by Lt Baron F C L von 
Steinaecker. This force was the embryonic Steinaecker’s Horse, an irregular unit which has 
commonly attracted only incorrect and flippant attention. Whilst the story is still incomplete in all 
its detail, enough is now known to illustrate the importance of British plans to disrupt supplies 
through Delagoa Bay, across the borders of Mozambique with the South African Republic (more 
widely known as the Transvaal) and Swaziland, and to demonstrate the important role which this 
irregular unit played in them. The article describes the development of these plans and why and 
how Steinaecker's Horse came into being as a result of them.” 
...... 
 “Meanwhile, Crowe went to Pietermaritzburg to confer with the Governor of Natal and with 
Lt-Col AE Sandbach RE, Buller's AAG (Intelligence) and, since 2 March, responsible for all 
intelligence work in Natal. They met on Easter Sunday morning, 14 April, for discussions on 
‘questions of interest’, which, one presumes, covered intelligence operations at Lourenço 
Marques. Crowe had asked Buller for an intelligence officer on his staff and it was probably at 
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this meeting that a decision was taken to post Lt A N Campbell RA, the intelligence officer 
stationed at Pietermaritzburg, to Lourenço Marques on special duty. Crowe sailed from Durban 
for Delagoa Bay on 19 April and he was followed on 28 April by Campbell. In a routine return, 
dated 22 April, of the disposition of intelligence officers in Natal, the Directorate of Military 
Intelligence (DMI) in Bloemfontein came to learn of Campbell’s posting and immediately asked 
for his recall on the grounds that all arrangements for Delagoa Bay had been made in Cape Town 
and that Campbell’s posting would ‘only upset matters.’ Sandbach was able to reply that Roberts’ 
military secretary had already given approval on 20 April and the posting had been acted upon 
immediately; to this the DMI could only respond that Campbell should ‘confine himself to the 
duties solely of assistance to the consul [sic].’” 
...... 
 “In the meantime, the scheme planned in Cape Town was set in motion and, following his 
involvement in its planning, Forbes arrived back in Delagoa Bay aboard a British warship on 26 
May. He had orders to ride secretly down to Kosi Bay to guide northwards through Swaziland the 
troops coming ashore there on 5 June. In his book, Forbes infers that he did not tell the consul 
general of the planned landing and made his own arrangements, but the Consulate-General's 
Intelligence Diary suggests otherwise. However, as the plans were being prepared in Cape Town 
at the beginning of May, Roberts had asked Milner to instruct Forbes specifically ‘to keep his 
own counsel and not communicate with anyone in Natal. In the event of Buller questioning him, 
he should reply that he is employed on a secret service by my orders ... ‘. With Campbell in the 
Consulate-General, it was unlikely that Buller would remain unaware of the plans for long, and 
others certainly sensed the imminence of an attack. The Boer garrison at Komatipoort had been 
reinforced by 50 burghers on 25 May and Lourenco Marques was full of rumours. In support of 
Forbes, Crowe recorded in the diary on 30 May that two scouting parties had been sent to garner 
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information on Boer movements, two of Forbes’ Swazi were posted at the Consulate-General to 
make contact as soon as the ‘David Forbes expedition’ came within reach, and several waggon-
loads of provisions had been despatched to pre-arranged destinations with supplies for the 
expedition.” 
...... 
 “For reasons which remain unclear, Buller had flatly refused to cooperate with the plan 
supported by Roberts to send a force, headed by Forbes, to destroy the Komatipoort bridge. Yet, 
within a short time after that decision was taken and without reference to any other command, he 
had agreed to provide intelligence support to the Consulate-General in Lourenço Marques and 
initiated his own secret expedition to Komatipoort. Primarily to provide support for the 
expedition, Buller and Sandbach had sent Campbell to Delagoa Bay. The genesis of the idea is 
unclear, but it follows Casement’s proposal. Unlike the David Forbes expedition, this was to be a 
raid by a small party which would return to Natal after blowing up the bridge. To lead the party, a 
forty-six year old German, Baron Francis Christian Ludwig von Steinaecker, was selected.” 
  
 “Shortly after he had returned to Lourenço Marques, Crowe asked Sandbach on 26 April for 
information about Steinaecker, requested authority to obtain supplies for him and sought an 
assurance that they worked well together ‘to insure success’. Sandbach replied positively, telling 
Crowe that Campbell would ‘arrange matters in regard to Steinacker [sic].’ On 16 May Campbell 
reported to Sandbach that nothing had been heard of von Steinaecker and feared that his chances 
had been spoiled by the ‘exceedingly badly planned and foolishly carried out arrangements of the 
Capetown [sic] man.’ Campbell also commented that people in Lourenço Marques had been 
prone to talk too much ‘so that they give themselves away before they even start operations!’ 
Later that month Crowe commented in his reports that the Boers generally believed that the next 



 79 

attempt to destroy the Komatipoort bridge would be made through Swaziland. He added that 
‘after the miserable fiasco of the attempt made about a month ago, the guards [at Komatipoort], 
who had previously been very slack, became much more vigilant, reinforcements were sent 
down, and other additional precautions taken.’” 
..... 
 “Because of this activity, it was believed that von Steinaecker and his party had been forced 
to lie low, but news reached the Consulate-General on 29 May, that they were pushing on, 
although in a bad way; the party was badly affected by fever and had lost horses from the tsetse 
fly. Messengers with money and provisions were sent from the Consulate-General immediately. 
Having left his party within a two hours' ride from Komatipoort, von Steinaecker himself arrived 
at the Consulate-General on 5 June. There, he discussed the latest information on Komatipoort 
with Crowe and Campbell and they decided that an attack on the bridge was impossible with such 
a small force. On the following day, however, J Y Robinson's scouts reported that the bridges at 
Malelane and Hectorspruit were unguarded and it was decided to make one of them the objective. 
Crowe fitted the party out with clothes, money and horses and asked Sandbach to credit his 
account with UK Pnds 500. Milner and Roberts were informed by telegram that same day.” 
..... 
 “On 18 June, the Consulate-General learned that the Malelane bridge, a twenty metre single 
span iron girder bridge, with stone abutments about twelve metres high, had been destroyed early 
on Sunday, 17 June; a pumping station and two miles of telegraph wire had also been destroyed. 
Campbell advised Sandbach on the following day that he had heard that the bridge at Malelane 
had been destroyed, ‘probably the work of the party from here’, and reported that all traffic from 
Delagoa Bay westwards had been halted. Two days later he confirmed that the bridge, an engine 
and one truck had been destroyed, in addition to two miles of telegraph line, early on the previous 
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Sunday morning, possibly by a passing train causing the dynamite to explode. According to one 
of the party, a train from Kaapmuiden failed to see the destroyed bridge and the engine and five 
trucks and carriages were derailed, with 58 killed and injured. This was an exaggeration, but H L 
Hall, who was farming at Nelspruit, confirmed that, as a result of the explosion, the Swiss driver 
of the train and his stoker were killed, and the guard was severely injured. From then on, trains 
were not allowed to run on the line at night and had to halt at Nelspruit. At that time, Campbell 
believed that another of the Consulate-General’s small raiding parties was responsible as he 
thought that von Steinaecker's party was still on the Lubombo preparing for its mission. A 
temporary bridge was in operation at Malelane on 29 June, twelve days after it was destroyed. 
The NZASM, which owned and operated the railway, had commandeered long, heavy timbers 
from the Selati Railway Company, which operated the line northwards from Komatipoort; 
ironically, a suggestion had been made as war broke out that these timbers should be moved into 
Mozambique because of their usefulness; had it been acted upon, the delay in restoring traffic 
would have been much longer.” 
..... 
 “Perhaps due to von Steinaecker's success at Malelane or Foreign Office trepidation at being 
implicated in an action mounted from a neutral and friendly country, or simply because the 
Komatipoort bridge was still standing, the Prime Minister authorised Sanderson to telegraph 
Crowe on 18 July that ‘Lord Salisbury considers that our offer must now be taken as withdrawn 
and the whole matter at an end.’ The Prime Minister’s withdrawal did not stop Crowe who, in his 
telegram to Roberts, announcing von Steinaecker's latest success at Nomahasha, noted that his 
force was now 27 strong; UK Pnds 2 200 had been spent on it and the total would soon reach UK 
Pnds 3 000. A similar telegram to Sandbach, probably drafted by an exuberant Campbell, stated 
that the enemy believed von Steinaecker's force to be 150-200 strong and thought raising the 
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strength to 50 men well worth a further UK Pnds 20 000 ‘as they would be capable and really 
useful workmen’. More diplomatically, Crowe told Roberts that he would be able to equip a force 
of fifty men secretly if he had a free hand and the sanction of the Foreign Office. On 27 July, 
Buller cabled Roberts that he approved the proposed increase and, on the same day, Roberts 
cabled Milner that ‘I fully approve of further expenditure on Steinaecker's expedition and if the 
extra men, horses and arms are necessary would willingly authorize the increase. He has done 
useful work and may do much more in the future.’” 
..... 
 “From extensive patrolling to disrupt Boer communications, there is some evidence that the 
destruction of the Komatipoort bridge was once again the main objective of von Steinaecker's 
force, which stood high in Butler's estimation. A request to augment and equip the force to a 
strength of 100 was sent to Sandbach by Crowe on 8 August, the equipment to be embarked on 
the gunboat, Widgeon, as secretly and rapidly as possible. Steinaecker was to leave Lourenço 
Marques for Pietermaritzburg the next day and was asking for 100 men and 30 spare horses to be 
taken from Eshowe to the scene of operations; they would be supplied on their way north with 
provisions from Lourenço Marques; he suggested that volunteers should be obtained from 
colonial corps, but not told their destination...”  
 
 “About this time, Campbell told Sandbach privately that it was ‘delicate work’ supplying 
Steinaecker's men and that he and Crowe would ‘be glad when they start away on a final, and we 
trust glorious, excursion.’ On 13 August, von Steinaecker was at Newcastle in northern Natal, 
seeking the assistance of Brig-Gen J Wolfe Murray, RA (in charge of lines of communication in 
Natal), but Murray was unable to assist without authorization. Back in Durban on 17 August, 
Steinaecker cabled Sandbach (then with the Natal Army at Twyfelaar, north of Carolina in the 
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Transvaal) with his problems and begged permission from Butler to name his force Steinaecker's 
Horse and to assume the rank of major for the time being. Butler immediately telegraphed his 
agreement to von Steinaecker's proposals and authorised Murray to assist. During its advance 
northwards, however, the Natal Army had been out of contact with staff in the rear and, after von 
Steinaecker's visit, Murray had cabled Roberts for authority. Roberts, planning the final drive 
towards Komatipoort, thought that the ‘larger scheme’ (probably the attack on Komatipoort) 
should be dropped, but asked for von Steinaecker to be sent back with all assistance. On 21 
August, Major von Steinaecker left Durban on the Widgeon with his reinforcements and supplies 
to be landed at Kosi Bay. There he was met by Forbes with three waggons.” 
..... 
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Members of SH at Komatipoort [http://www.archaetnos.co.za/our-passion/] 
 

“Steinaecker’s Horse was eventually disbanded during 1903. Their most important legacy is the 
contribution some of their members made to the later Kruger National Park. The Adjutant of the 
unit, Major AA Greenhill-Gardyne, wrote a protocol for the preservation of the wild life in the 
area. This document was used by Major J Stevenson-Hamilton as he started working as the first 
warden of the Park. Some of the members of Steinaecker’s Horse became game rangers, among 
them the well-known Harry Wolhuter.” 
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Appendix Three. Historical notes and illustrations from the First World War. 
 

Keith Jeffrey (2010). MI6: the History of the Secret Intelligence Service, 1909-1949. 
Pages 99-102, under “Russian allies” in Chapter 4 “Working further afield”. The Cumming in 
this passage is Captain Sir George Mansfield Smith-Cumming (1859-1923), first director of what 
would become the Secret Intelligence Service (SIS), later known as MI6. 
 
 “Although Cumming’s prewar plans to establish a representative in Russia were interrupted 
by the outbreak of the war, the new situation in which Britain, Russia and France were now 
active co-belligerants against Germany and Austria-Hungary underpinned the establishment of 
formal liason arrangements between their intelligence agencies. During September 1914 
Cumming had several meetings with General Yermaloff, the Russian military attaché in London, 
prepared himself to visit Russia and selected Captain Archibald Campbell to be his representative 
in Petrograd. There is no clue in Cumming’s diary to why he chose Campbell, whom he engaged 
on 13 August – “K. [probably Major Vernon Kell, first director of the Security Service that 
became MI5] called and brought him.’ Reflecting in 1917 on the wartime development of the 
intelligence work in Russia, General Macdonogh, the Director of Military Intelligence, described 
Campbell as an officer of considerable ingenuity, ability and push, but of singularly unattractive 
personality.’ But this was with the benefit of hindsight and followed the painful experience of a 
difficult posting in Russia during which Campbell had ruffled feathers among both diplomats and 
other military liaison officers serving in the country, among whom were Colonel Alfred ‘Flurry’ 
Knox, a prickly Ulsterman who had been military attaché since May 1914, and General Sir John 
Hanbury-Williams, who had been sent out by the Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener, to 
head a mission at the Russian General Headquarters and ‘to report to him direct.’ 
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 “The War Office had approved Cumming’s planned visit to Russia, but at the last moment 
Admiral Oliver at the Admiralty prohibited him from going. So it was that Campbell, 
accompanied by (among others) Lieutenant Stephen Alley (who had been born and brought up in 
Russia), set off for Petrograd on 26 September 1914. The duty of the mission was ‘to get in touch 
with the officers of the Russian General Staff dealing with Secret service, and so to obtain 
information from the Russian Intelligence Department about the enemy.’ One of the advantages 
of placing the mission under Cumming was (as a wartime account of the ‘British Intelligence 
organisation in Russia’ rather delicately put it) ‘that it involved no reference to the finance 
branches of the War Office and that it admitted of great elasticity as regards both numbers and 
classes of persons employed.’ Although working under the Secret Service Bureau and charged 
with liaising on secret service matters, Campbell’s mission was scarcely clandestine and had no 
direct involvement with espionage. The officers all wore uniform and were given a room in the 
Russian War Office where they had ‘somewhat exceptional facilities as regards access to the 
Russian military authorities’. As a postwar report recorded, their main function was simply to 
pass on to London Russian-acquired intelligence about the enemy. Alley, for example, ‘held no 
written communication with C, but telegraphed identifications of German forces and situation 
reports at great length. He employed no agents.’ [1]. 
 
 “The history of Cumming’s intelligence mission in Russia confirms the sometimes very 
difficult relationships between secret service personnel and orthodox diplomatic and military 
representatives, even within the context of a wartime alliance. Here, too, clashes of personality 
exacerbated the problems, as Knox’s touchy amour propre collided with Campbell’s blunter and 
more unsubtle approach. The ad-hoc nature of Campbell’s mission, its indeterminate 
responsibilities and, above all, its embedding in the Russian War Office had the result that 
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Russian General Staff officers began to approach him with matters that properly should have 
been communicated through Knox or Hanbury-Williams. These included a request for technically 
qualified signals personnel and a scheme to send Cossacks to the Western Front. Campbell had 
scarcely arrived in Petrograd before the British naval and military attachés began to complain 
about him. Leaving Alley to hold the fort, Campbell was summoned back to London. Cumming 
took him to see General Callwell (Director of Military Operations) who during a long interview 
‘quite abandoned’ his hitherto hostile attitude. Callwell told Henry Wilson that Campbell had 
provided ‘much interesting information’ about ‘the condition of things in the Russian Army’, 
especially regarding the deficiency in electric communications in all forms, and the ignorance of 
their use. He says that the disaster that happened earlier in the war to General Samsonov [killed at 
the battle of Tannenberg in August 1914] was entirely due to all their messages being sent by 
wireless and en clair, to these being taken up by the Germans, and to the Germans actually 
sending them orders in reply.’[2] With the DMO’s approval, Cumming’s officers began 
interviewing and training ‘a corps of telegraphists’ to go to Russia. Cumming (and perhaps 
Callwell too) had ambitions for Campbell’s mission beyond mere secret service liaison. Among 
the topics noted in his diary for a War Office meeting on 14 December about Petrograd was the 
iinfluencing of plans to conform to our desires. Russia’, he added, ‘will be the most important 
country for us in future and we shd sow seed & strike roots now.’ 
 
 “Meanwhile both Sir George Buchanan, the ambassador in Petrograd, and Colonel Knox 
had written to the Foreign Office to complain about Campbell’s mission. The arrangement put 
Knox in an ‘anomalous and very unpleasant position’, as he was unaware of the scope of the 
mission’s work, yet its members were in British uniform and subordinate to him in rank. 
Campbell’s methods, moreover, had been ‘the reserve of tactful’. The ambassador asserted that  
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much of the information sent back was common knowledge and not worth the ‘unnecessary 
expense’ of maintaining the mission. Besides, they had also provided unreliable ‘political gossip’ 
which Buchanan himself had been obliged to refute. Callwell accepted that Campbell had ‘not 
been a success’ and would be allowed to return to Russia only in order to get the proposed ‘corps 
of telegraphists’ up and running. While all the information regarding the enemy was to be 
transmitted in consultation with the military attaché (with whom he was to ‘work on terms of the 
closest cooperation’) Campbell would continue to ‘work directly under the orders of “C” and 
communicate through him instructions as to the special points on which information was 
required.’ 
 
 “Inevitably this rather Byzantine arrangement failed to work. Part of Campbell’s raison 
d’être was removed when the Russians decided that they did not, after all, want the 
telepgraphists, and in March 1915 Buchanan complained again about Campbell’s ill-defined 
position, noting that he was failing to submit his [AC] telegrams through him [GB]. He proposed 
that the mission be reconstituted or placed entirely under the military attaché. This was firmly 
resisted by the War Office on the ground that ‘if the ambassador were to be placed in full control 
of the Mission (a course that was to be strongly deprecated) it was for him to devise a practical 
scheme; but’, they added trenchantly, ‘Secret Service was not a matter with which amateurs 
could be entrusted, and in addition the fact that “C” provided the necessary funds made it seem 
inadvisable that the Mission should be cut off from direct communication with him.’ 
Understandably, the Foreign Office did not pass on these views to Petrograd, but merely offered 
to withdraw Campbell and his mission as a last resort, while observing that to do so would 
deprive the Admiralty and the War Office of ‘much useful information which was conveyed to 
them through “C”. They did concede, however, that the complaints about Campbell ‘were not 



 88 

just confined to his personal bearing, which had given constant offence, but also to his 
indiscretion both in advertising his “secret mission” and in assuming unwarrantable authority.’ 
[4]. 
 
 “In May 1915 Campbell was replaced by Major Cudbert Thornhill, an Indian Army officer, 
‘first class Russian scholar’ and ‘a good shot with rifle, catapult, shot-gun and blow-pipe.’ [5] 
Relations improved in Petrograd. Although ‘at first grudgingly accepted by Knox’, as Thornhill 
‘confined himself strictly to his duties and proved himself a very good intelligence officer’, he 
‘succeeded in placing the Embassy on thoroughly good terms with the Embassy, and everything 
went perfectly smoothly.’ Over the succeeding twelve months of so, however, and for reasons 
that are unclear, relations between Thornhill and Cumming became ‘somewhat strained’. 
Macdonogh thought it was ‘mainly owing ... to injudicious letters written by both of them’. In 
any case, the continuing pressure to take over the mission, both from Knox at the Embassy and 
from the War Office, made Thornhill’s job something of a poisoned chalice. The fact that the 
actual work was hardly clandestine made it difficult for Cumming to defend his control over it. In 
February 1916, after a visit to Petrograd, General Callwell proposed (though this was not acted 
on) that the mission be placed under Knox. Cumming was ‘much upset’, but, as Walter Kirke 
argued, ‘his man was doing no S.S. work in Russia, and was merely transmitting information 
from the Russian Int. Branch ... If he worked his own agents into Germany from Russia that was 
another matter, but apparently he did not.’ Reflecting in May 1916 on the ‘stormy times’ of his 
Bureau’s Russian experience, Cumming mused that his people had been ‘alternately kicked and 
caressed by the M.A. and the Embassy.’ [6] 
 
[For recent background on legacy of Mansfield-Cumming, see: http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2015/mar/30/sir-

mansfield-cumming-first-chief-of-mi6-commemorated-with-a-blue-plaque?CMP=share_btn_link]. 



 89 

Nigel West (2013). Historical Dictionary of World War I Intelligence. Roman and Littlefield, 
Lanhamm, Maryland. 460 pages.  
 
 Pages 281-282, under the heading Secret Intelligence Service (SIS). “At the outbreak of war 
in August 1914, SIS was a small organization, previously part of the Secret Service Bureau, and 
based flat 54 at 2 Whitehall Court, a mansion block overlooking the Thames embankment, with a 
small office in Ashley Gardens, Victoria...” [SIS became generally known as MI6 or Military 
Intelligence, Section 6.] 
 
  “By December 1914, SIS’s staff consisted of [Mansfield] Smith-Cumming and three 
officers, being [Tom] Laycock, Major Archibald Campbell (recently returned from establishing 
the Petrograd bureau), and Patrick Kenny; four clerks; two typists, Misses Woodyear and Moore; 
one messenger; and two “outside men,” Rivers and Ernest Bailey.” 
 
 Pages 269-270, under the heading Russia. “The first Secret Intelligence Service (SIS) bureau 
in Russia was established by the British in Petrograd in 1914, following negotiations conducted 
in London with the military attaché Colonel Yermaloff, by Major Stephen Alley, who had been 
born and brought up in that country, and a bluff Scotsman, Major Archibald Campbell. Both men 
had been attached to the Russian General Staff in a liason role, but the tactless Campbell, 
originally recommended by Vernon Kell, proved unsatisfactory and was withdrawn in early 
December following complaints about his undiplomatic behaviour. He would return a few 
months later, only to create further dissention. In his absence, Campbell was replaced in May 
1915 by Colonel Cudbert Thornhill, an Indian Army officer fluent in Russian, but he was 
transfered to the War Office’s control, as assistant military attaché at the embassy in 1916 and 
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succeeded by Sam Hoare, who was sent to Russia on a reconnaissance on SIS’s local 
representation.” 
  
 “The problems encountered in Petrograd stemmed from the overlapping responsibilities of 
the military attaché Colonel Alfred Knox, the chief of the British Military Mission General Sir 
John Hanbury-Williams, and Campbell as SIS’s representative, all accomodated in the Russian 
GHQ and all necessarily wearing military uniforms. There were disputes over compartment-
alized reporting channels and the unorthodox nature of SIS’s role drew adverse criticism of the 
War Office regulars and the ambassador, Sir George Buchanan.” 
 
 “SIS’s plan to establish a signals intelligence capability on the Eastern Front was vetoed at 
the last minute in March 1915 by the Russians after some 80 technicians had been assembled for 
the dual purpose of collecting information and training local operators in communications 
security, a discipline apparently unknown to them, for which a heavy price had been paid at the 
battle of Tannenberg. The military attaché in London, Colonel Nicolaiev, had no explanation for 
the change of heart over the establishment of a British wireless staff just behind Russian lines, but 
the whole project was abandoned.” 
 
Note: this “Colonel Nicolaiev”may be the same “Colonel Nikolaiev” who became military of the 
“Russian Embassy” in the United States of America during 1920. He apparently urged “All 
Russian officers of the Czarist army residing in the United States” to join a new Crimean Army 
that would oppose the revolutionary Red Army; see B.R. Bek’s “Military Review” in “Soviet 
Russia—Official Organ of the Russian Soviet Government Bureau” (27 Nov 1920, p. 527). 
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Archibald Neil Campbell, of London, England. 1930. United States Patent Office. Hull for 
Water Craft. Application filed January 11, 1930, Serial No. 420, 200, and in Great Britain 
October 24, 1928. Patented Nov. 11, 1930. [Found on Internet.] 
 
“This invention relates to surface water craft of the kind having hollow keels, and has for its 
object to furnish such craft with cabin accommodation in which the requisite headroom is 
provided in such manner as to avoid the need of any superstructure above the deck and natural 
gunwale of the hull.” [Illustrations reproduced on subsequent page.] 
 
 While there is no proof yet that this patent-holder was my uncle, it is likely to have been 
him. ANC had a life-long interest on boats, navigation and related invention. During the 1920s, 
he could well have been trying out different ideas for making money from his interests abilities, 
while waiting for resolution of his claim against the Portuguese government. 
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Advertisement 
from Ingersoll-
Rand Co. on 
cover of the 
South African 
and Engineering 
Journal, 
Johannesburg, 
“The only 
Mining and 
Engineering 
published weekly 
in Africa”  
(1922, Vol. 33, 
Part 2, No. 
1617). 
 

Article that notes 
“Campbell’s 
Zambesia 
Minerals 
Company” is in 
October 14 issue, 
pages 92-93. 
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Appendix Four. Historical notes and illustrations from the Machinga Mine 
 
Anonymous (1920). A MANUAL OF PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. Compiled by the 
Geographical Section of the Naval Intelligence Division, Naval Staff, Admiralty. Printed under 
the authority of His Majesty's Stationery Office by Frederick Hall at the University Press, 
Oxford. 552 pages. [This appears to be the source for much in the following account (1922). 
References to Campbell’s Zambesia Minerals are virtually the same and not repeated here.] 
 
Anonymous (1922). Zambesi Minerals. II. The later quest. South African and Engineering 
Journal Vol. 33, Part 2, No. 1620, pages 92-93. Extracted as follows. 
 
 “Livingstone in his Missionary Travels in Central Africa refers at considerable length to 
the mineral resources of the Zambesi Valley, and writes not only of the coalfields, but deals 
with the gold, silver and copper deposits of Zambesia. The great African explorer referred at 
length to the goldfields which had been worked for many, many years prior to his visit to Tete 
and the surrounding country. 
 
 “The gold thus alluded to by Livingstone was still being worked at Pamba, Matemwe, 
Chifumbadzi (Mano), and Misale by rudimentary processes during the first quarter of the last 
century, chiefly by white men or Indians with a large number of slaves at their command. 
Subsequently the country was devastated by the incursions Mpesene’s hordes, and the history 
of the Tete region, so far as the production of gold is concerned, corresponds with the position 
of Rhodesia under the Matabele. The mines were abandoned, and when comparative peace was 
restored, the absence of slaves made gold mining an unprofitable occupation. ...  
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 “... About four miles east of Kakanga, and close to the confluence of the Moatizi River 
and the Kansuna River, upwards of 700 stone hammers have been collected off the claims. ... 
Further north, near Muchinga, in a region in which Campbell’s Zamesia Minerals Company has 
been interested, gold has recently been worked in a primitive manner, whilst in the district 
between the Zambesi and Inyarawera’a village, in the Macasso prazo, stated to be worth the 
attention of gold prospectors, the same company has also done some work. ... 
 
 “At Misale a large number of claims were pegged out on the old surface workings, and 
three companies—Zambesia Goldfields, Obrist & Co., and Campbell’s Zambesia Minerals—
comenced operations; but here again, after a short period of activity, the claims were 
abandoned and the mines closed down. ... The Machinga Mine, owned by Capt. Campbell, 
where some work was also done, has since closed down, and apparently the only mine worked 
within the last three years in the Tete district is the Molelelo (Mololela) Mine, situated some 
150 miles north of Tete, in the neighborhood of Chindundo, about 15 miles from the Nyasaland 
frontier and about eight miles from the foot of the range Zala-Nyama...” 
 
 “... There are indications of copper over a wide area Inyasanga, to the west of Tete, and 
along the Inyamdunado at Inyondwe, on the lest bank of the Zambesi opposite Boroma. Here 
Campbell’s Zambesia Minerals Company have done some preliminary work. ...” 
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United Nations (2006). Reports of International Arbitral Awards. “Affaire Campbell 
(Royaume-Uni contre Portugal). 10 juin 1931.” Volume II, pp. 1145-1158. 
 
Following extracts are from the introduction and conclusion of the document, mostly in French.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

XXXI. AFFAIRE CAMPBELL1 
PARTIES: Royaume-Uni contre Portugal. 
COMPROMIS: 1er août 1930. 
ARBITRE: le comte Carton de Wiart (Belgique). 
SENTENCE: Bruxelles, 10 juin 1931. 
Procédure d'arbitrage (compromis). — Dommages subis par un ressortissant britannique de la 
part d'autorités portugaises. — Transactions. —  Renonciation. — Portée. — Interprétation. — 
Droit à indemnité. — Calcul. — Application des règles d'équité. 
 
1 Pour la bibliographie, l'index et les tables, voir volume III. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Compromis d'arbitrage concernant les réclamations du Major Campbell ; signé à 
Lisbonne, le 1er août 1930. The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Government of the Portuguese Republic declare as follows: 
1. Whereas there has arisen between them a difference with regard to the question of an 
indemnity which the Government of the Portuguese Republic agreed to grant to Major 
Campbell, a British subject, and 
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2. Whereas the Portuguese Government on the one hand contend that they have already 
completely fulfilled the terms of their agreement and that no further indemnity is due 
thereunder to Major Campbell, and 
3. Whereas the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland on 
the other hand contend that an indemnity is still due to Major Campbell, and 
4. Whereas the two Governments are actuated by a lively desire to reach, within that spirit of 
cordial friendship which has always inspired their relations, a speedy settlemem of the question 
in accordance with the principles of justice and equity, and 
5. Whereas the two Governments are agreed that this end can best be attained by the 
submission of the case to a single arbitrator, whose decision each of them undertakes to accept 
as final and to carry out without delay, and 
6. Whereas the two Governments are agreed in choosing Count Carton de Wiart, Ministre 
d'État, as arbitrator, and  
7. Whereas Count Carton de Wiart has intimated that he is willing 
to accept the office of arbitrator, 
They have, therefore, decided to conclude an agreement defining the questions to be submitted 
to the arbitrator and regulating the procedure to be followed in the arbitration and have 
appointed for that purpose the following: 
The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland: His Excellency 
the Right Honourable Sir Francis Oswald Lind1ey, K.C.M.G., C.B., C.B.E., His Britannic 
Majesty's Ambassador at Lisbon; 
The Government of the Portuguese Republic: His Excellency the Commander Fernando 
Augusto Branco, Minister for Foreign Affairs; 
Who, duly authorised by their respective Governments, have agreed as follows : 
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Article 1. The following questions are submitted to the arbitrator for decision: Given that the 
Government of the Republic consented, in 1912, to indemnify Major Campbell for damages 
suffered in the Province of Mozambique, and that Major Campbell, by a document signed by 
him on the 5th December, 1912, declared that he abandoned his lease of the mining concession 
of Machinga in favour of its legitimate owners, without right to any indemnity present or 
future? 
1. What is the scope of this declaration of renunciation? 
2. Did Major Campbell, in spite of it, retain the right to any indemnity? 
3. If he did, what is the basis of such indemnity? 
4. What are the principles on the basis of which the indemnity should be determined? 
5. What is the amount of the indemnity? 
Article 2. French shall be the sole official language for the written proceedings. Documents in 
language other than French shall be submitted in their original language and shall be 
accompanied by French translation. The oral proceedings may be conducted in English, 
Portuguese or French, interpreters being employed if necessary. 
Article 3. The two Governments shall within fourteen days of the date of the signature of the 
present agreement each appoint an agent for the purposes of the arbitration and shall each 
communicate the name and address of their respective agents to each other and to the arbitrator. 
Article 4. Within one month of the date of the signature of the present agreement the agent of 
the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland shall file with 
the arbitrator a memorial in support of their contentions, of which there shall be delivered a 
certified true copy at the same time to the Portuguese Legation at Brussels, failing which it 
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will be of no effect. This memorial shall contain a statement of all the facts on which the 
Government of the United Kingdom rely, and certified true copies of docuinents relied upon 
shall be annexed thereto. 
Article 5. Within three months of the date of the signature of this agreement the agent of the 
Government of the Portuguese Republic shall file with the arbitrator a counter-memorial in 
support of their contentions, of which there shall be delivered a certified true copy at the same 
time to the British Embassy at Brussels, failing which it will be of no effect. This, counter-
memorial shall contain a statement of all the facts on which the Government of the Portuguese 
Republic rely and certified true copies of all the documents relied upon shall be annexed 
thereto. 
Article 6. The agent of the Government of the United Kingdom may, if he so desires and 
within four months of the date of the signature of this agreement, file with the arbitrator a reply 
to the counter-memorial, and if such a reply is filed a certified true copy thereof shall be 
delivered at the same time to the Portuguese Legation at Brussels, failing which it will be of no 
effect. The reply shall, however, be confined to dealing with the issues raised in the counter-
memorial and shall not introduce new facts or documents except so far as is necessary for this 
purpose. If no reply is filed the written proceedings shall be deemed to be closed at the expiry 
of the period of four months aforesaid. 
Article 7. If a reply is filed the agent of the Government of the Portuguese Republic may, if he 
so desires and within five months of the date of the signature of this agreement, file with the 
arbitrator a rejoinder to the reply, and if such rejoinder is filed a certified true copy thereof shall 
be delivered at the same time to the British Embassy at Brussels, failing which it will be of no 
effect. The rejoinder shall, however, be confined to dealing with the issues raised in the reply, 
and shall not introduce new facts or documents except so far as is necessary for this purpose. 
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If a reply is filed the written proceedings shall be deemed to be closed at the expiry of the 
period of five months aforesaid. 
Article 8. If the agent of either Government shall within one month of the close of the written 
proceedings make an application to the arbitrator to this effect the arbitrator shall appoint a date 
and place for the hearing of oral arguments or the submission of the oral evidence of witnesses. 
Copies of any application by either agent for an oral hearing shall be transmitted within the 
same period to the other agent. Without prejudice to the powers of the arbitrator under Article 
13, unless the agents of both Governments express their consent to the contrary, the hearing 
shall take place not later than two months from the date of the close of the written proceedings 
and shall be held in Belgium. The agent of either Government may, if he so desires, be 
represented by counsel at the oral hearing. 
Article 9. If no oral hearing is demanded under the preceding article, the arbitrator may 
intimate his desire to hear oral evidence and extend the time-limit so as to enable the agent 
concerned to comply with his intimation by making an application to his effect, but he shall 
have no power to order the attendance of witnesses. 
Article 10. Subject to the provisions of Article 11, the proceedings shall be considered as 
closed as soon as the oral hearing, if any, is concluded, or, if oral hearing is demanded, at the 
expiry of the time within which such oral hearing might have been demanded. 
Article 11. The arbitrator may, if he thinks fit, upon the application of either agent or 
otherwise, order the production before him of the originals of any documents relied upon by 
either Government in their arguments. The arbitrator may also, if he thinks fit, address a request 
for further information to either agent and allow a period of fourteen days for the delivery of 
such information. Either agent complying with any such request shall send a certified copy of 
the information supplied to the other agent, who shall be allowed fourteen days to transmit 
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observations in writing thereon if he so desires to the arbitrator. Certified copies of any such 
obserations shall be transmitted concurrently to the other agent. If a request for further 
information is made, the close of the proceedings shall be deemed to be the expiry of the 
above-mentioned periods of fourteen or twenty-eight days (as the case may be) from the date of 
the request. 
Article 12. The arbitrator shall deliver his award in writing, transmitting one signed copy 
thereof to each agent. The award shall be delivered not later than one month from the date 
of the close of the proceedings. 
Article 13. The arbitrator shall have power, if he deems necessary, to extend any of the time-
limits laid down in the preceding articles. The arbitrator shall have power to decide any 
question that may arise as to the interpretation of the provisions of this agreement. Subject to 
the provisions of the preceding articles, the arbitrator shall have full power to lay down any 
rules that may be necessary for the conduct of the proceedings. 
Article 14. The arbitrator shall receive a fee of fifty thousand Belgian francs, which shall be 
paid to him as soon as the proceedings are closed and prior to the delivery of the award. The 
Government of the United Kingdom and the Government of the Portuguese Republic shall each 
pay to the arbitrator one half of the said fee of fifty thousand Belgian francs. If any of the 
proceedings are held out of Belgium the arbitrator shall be entitled to an allowance for his 
expenses and the amount of such allowance shall be determined by agreement between the 
arbitrator and the two agents and shall be paid to the arbitrator in equal shares by the 
Governments.  
Done at Lisbon, in the English and Portuguese languages, this 1st day of August, 1930. 
(L. S.) F. O. Lindley. 
(L. S.) Fernando Augusto Branca. 
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[The following sections are extracted from the “Sentence” of the Arbitrator.] 
... 
... 
S'autorisant de l'art. 8 du Compromis d'arbitrage, l'agent du Gouvernement de S. M. britannique 
informa l'arbitre, à la date du 30 janvier 1931, que son Gouvernement désirait jouir du droit de 
lui soumettre ses arguments de vive voix et de lui présenter le témoignage oral du major 
Campbell. Donnant suite à cette requête, l'arbitre fixa la réunion des parties au 28 février 1931, 
convocation qui, de l'accord de toutes les parties, fut postposée au 8 mai 1931. Les audiences 
qui se tinrent à cette fin à Bruxelles le samedi 9 mai dans la matinée et l'après-midi, furent 
continuées le mardi 12 mai. Elles eurent lieu avec la présence de M. V. Mallet, premier  
secrétaire de l'Ambassade britannique à Bruxelles, et de M. Armando Bernardès, secrétaire 
de la Légation portugaise à Bruxelles. Le major Campbell fut entendu dans ses explications et 
les moyens des parties litigantes furent présentés d'une part par The Earl of Halsbury K. C. et 
Mr. Gordon Alchin, avocats du barreau anglais, accompagnés de M. Bertram Ogle, pour Mrs. 
Goddard & Co. solicitors, et, d'autre part, par M. le Professeur Caeiro da Matta. Après ces 
explications et plaidoiries, les débats furent déclarés clos par l'arbitre le mardi 12 mai 1931 au 
soir. 
... 
... 
Attendu que dans son mémoire B, le commandant Campbell fixa à £ 31.500 les dommages qu'il 
réclamait du chef de la privation de l'exploitation minière; que dans son mémoire C, il fait état 
du préjudice matériel et moral qu'il affirme avoir subi dans sa personne, mais sans évaluer en 
chiffres ledit préjudice à l'exception de £ 3.000 pour perte de pension (Mémoire du 
Gouvernement britannique, numéros IV & V, pages 89 et 90) ;  
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Attendu qu'en acceptant le 5 décembre 1912 la concession par le Gouvernement portugais d'un 
contrat pour la fourniture de l'énergie électrique à Lourenço Marques, le commandant 
Campbell a signé par un acte du même jour, la déclaration suivante : « Je soussigné Archibald 
Neil Campbell, déclare par les présentes que j'abandonne à ses propriétaires légitimes sans 
être attitré à aucune compensation présente ou à venir, mon bail de la concession de Machinga 
dans le district de Tête en me désistant de toute réclamation que je peux faire à l'égard de cette 
concession. J'entreprends de ne faire aucune application pour le renouvellement du dit bail. » 
... 
... 
Attendu que dans cet accord du 30 septembre 1914, intervenu entre la société African 
Agricultural Estates Gy Ltd. et le commandant Campbell, accord auquel le Gouvernement 
portugais n'est pas partie, il est dit: « Considérant que ledit Archibald Neil Campbell avait 
contre le Gouvernement portugais une revendication d'indemnité en reconnaissance et 
satisfaction de laquelle le Gouvernement portugais accorda audit Archibald Neil Campbell un 
contrat daté du 5 décembre 1912. . . . » Mais que ce considérant qui n'intervient dans cet acte 
qu'à titre d'un simple rappel des faits, ne peut à lui seul conférer à la déclaration du 5 décembre 
1912 la portée générale qu'entend lui donner le Gouvernement de la République portugaise et 
qu'il ne suffit pas de cette allusion faite incidemment à un acte entre d'autres parties, pour lui 
attribuer a posteriori une portée différente de celle que comporte son texte, qu'au surplus, 
l'expression: « une revendication d'indemnité » n'exclut pas la possibilité de l'existence d'une 
autre revendication pour une autre indemnité; 
 
Attendu que ledit accord du 30 septembre 1914 concernait une concession nouvelle, dite le 
contrat hydraulique, et relative à l'installation et à l'exploitation du projet hydro-électrique à 
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Moveme et d'un canal d'irrigation; que cette concession, qui fit l'objet du contrat conclu le 2 
novembre 1914 par le Gouvernement portugais avec la société African Agricultural Estates Cy 
Ltd., avait été obtenue par la dite société à l'intervention du major Campbell et devait assurer à 
celui-ci des avantages au moins aussi importants que ceux du contrat du 5 décembre 1912; mais 
que par suite de circonstances sans intérêt au procès, ce contrat hydraulique tout comme le 
contrat électrique du 5 décembre 1912 demeura sans suite et fut déclaré périmé le 8 octobre 
1922 (Contre-mémoire portugais, pages 19 & 20); 
... 
... 
Attendu que le commandant Campbell avait commencé par fixer le 14 août 1912 en cas de 
règlement rapide et amical de sa réclamation, une somme de £ 15.000 augmentée d'une 
concession de valeur et de nature négociable, qu'il déclara ensuite accepter comme chiffre 
minimum une somme de £ 8.500; qu'en tenant compte de cette appréciation qui, étant fournie 
par l'intéressé lui-même, justifie une certaine mise au point, et en tenant compte aussi du 
versement fait au commandant Campbell d'une somme de £ 2.500 par la société African 
Agricultural Estates Ltd. à titre d'acompte sur ce que cette société s'était engagée à lui verser, 
on peut raisonnablement fixer au chiffre de £ 4.250 le dommage personnel éprouvé; qu'il y a 
lieu d'ajouter à cette somme en principal le calcul des intérêts depuis le 10 août 1912, date de 
l'introduction du mémoire C, les intérêts en matière de dommagesintérêts ne se prescrivant pas 
tant que dure l'instance en réparation; 
 
PAR CES MOTIFS, Nous arbitre unique, statuant contradictoirement et en dernier ressort 
disons pour droit:  
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1° que la déclaration de renonciation du 5 décembre 1912 ne porte que sur les entreprises 
minières du commandant Campbell au Mozambique ; 
2° que le major Campbell, malgré cette déclaration, a conservé un droit à une indemnité du chef 
des dommages tant physiques que moraux qu'il a éprouvés dans sa personne et qui font l'objet 
de son mémoire C adressé au Gouvernement portugais le 10 août 1912; 
3° que cette indemnité se fonde: a) sur la réalité du dommage tant matériel que moral qu'il a 
éprouvé au Zambèse et depuis lors du chef des difficultés, tracas et frais qui lui ont été causés, 
b) sur la reconnaissance par le Gouvernement portugais de l'existence de ce préjudice en 
acceptant la négociation d'une indemnité où ce chef de dommage était inclus; 
4° que le calcul d'une telle indemnité ne peut être établi sur des bases strictement 
mathématiques, mais seulement ex equo et bono en tenant compte de tout le préjudice dont le 
major Campbell est justifié à faire état; 
5o que le montant de cette indemnité peut de la sorte être arrêté à la somme de £ 4.250 en 
principal, augmentée des intérêts à 6% depuis le 10 août 1912 jusqu'à ce jour, soit £ 4.802. 
 
En conséquence, fixons à £ 4.250 en principal le montant de la somme que le Gouvernement de 
la République portugaise aura à acquitter au major Campbell pour le règlement intégral et 
définitif de toute indemnité lui incombant, cette somme devant être augmentée des intérêts à 
6% depuis le 10 août 1912, soit £ 4.802 jusqu'à ce jour, sous réserve du prorata des intérêts à 
courir au même taux jusqu'au jour de l'exécution.  
 
Ainsi jugé à Bruxelles, le 10 juin 1931     (Signé) H. CARTON DE WIART. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Stuyt, A.M. (1939, 2nd edition 1979, 3rd edition 1990). Survey of International Arbitrations, 
1794-1989. Martinus Nijhoff Publishers, Dordrecht, The Netherlands. 
This provides a summary of the case under “No. 394.” The Award is recorded as follows: 
“a. June 10, 1931 
b. Great Britain. 
c. £4,250 awarded, together with interest of 6% since 1912. 
d. RIAA II-1145; ILR 1933/4-261. 
e. London Times June 20, 1931, p. 11; Rep. 2559.” 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Times, 20 June 1931, p. 11. “PORTUGUESE INDEMNITY TO BRITISH SUBJECT. 
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT.  BRUSSELS, JUNE 19. Count Carton de Wiart, formerly 
Belgian Prime Minister, who was appointed by the British and Portuguese Governments to 
arbitrate in the Campbell case, has given his decision. Major Campbell owned gold mines in 
Mozambique and alleged that he had suffered prejudice through certain action of the 
Portuguese Government in 1912, incljuding his arrest. The British Government supported 
Major Campbell’s claim for damages from Portugal amounting to £52,000. The arbitrator, after 
hearing both parties to the dispute, has fixed the compensation to be paid by Portugal to Major 
Campbell at £4,250, together with interest at 6 per cent. since 1912, which amounts to about 
£5,000. The decision has been communicated to the two Governments interested.” 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Pan African Mining Corporation (2007). Pan African Mining Corp. Commences Core 
Drilling at Old Machinga Gold Mine in Mozambique's Tete Province.  
< http://www.marketwired.com/press-release/Pan-African-Mining-Corp-Commences-Core-
Drilling-Old-Machinga-Gold-Mine-Mozambiques-Tete-759862.htm> 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
VANCOUVER, BC--(Marketwire - August 13, 2007) - Pan African Mining Corp. (TSX-V: 
PAF) (FRANKFURT: P2A) (the "Company") is pleased to report that it has now commenced 
core drilling at the old Machinga gold mine, located near Cazula in Tete Province, 
Mozambique. It is in an area of significant historic mining dating from 1777 to the mid-20th 
Century. The drilling work is being carried out on a contract basis by Resource Drilling 
International Ltd., on behalf of the Joint Venture between the Company and Manica Minerals 
Ltd. ("Manica"), which encompasses two other prospects in the area, the old mines at Bumbe 
and Metosso. The Company has the right to earn up to 85% interest in the project in stages, by 
funding through pre-feasibility.  
 
The drilling now underway is a reconnaissance diamond drilling program comprising 
approximately 1000 m of drilling to test the depth, extent and continuity of the known 
auriferous quartz veins and associated mineralization, and to provide samples for assay 
purposes. It is planned to investigate approximately 300 m of strike of the quartz veins as well 
as continuity to a depth of approximately 110 m. A total of at least 9 holes are presently 
planned to a depth of 80 to 110 m, with vertical holes testing depth extent and angles holes at 
60 degrees to intersect true thickness of the veins. Gold has been recovered from the 
surrounding wall rock during prior sampling and is not viewed as restricted to the quartz vein 
itself.  
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The immediate Cazula Project targets an area of historic gold mining activity and consists of 5 
Prospecting Licenses covering approximately 175 sq. km. Gold appears to be associated with 
sulphide-bearing quartz veins which occur along large shear zone structures. These shear zones 
can be followed for more than 1000 metres and crosscut intrusive igneous rocks, granite in the 
case of Machinga. The quartz veining ranges from 10s of centimeters to several metres thick in 
places. Zones of alteration of up to 70 m wide have been recorded. Historic reports from 
Machinga show detailed maps of previous pitting, trenching and sampling operations 
completed in 1949. They also map two large underground galleries, the first of which was 
mined to 45 m and the other to 60 m below surface. The old galleries are now flooded. The 
reconnaissance core drilling program will evaluate the tenor and extent of gold-bearing 
mineralization around and below these old mine galleries.  
 
Sampling near-surface by the colonial "Brigada" in 1949, by the Russian Svirine in 1979, by 
Tan Range in the 1990's and by Manica in 2006 all confirm the existence of gold in the system 
with significant values. Results of rock and soil sampling conducted by Manica in 2006 and 
previously announced confirmed the presence of auriferous quartz veins within the shear 
structures, with assays yielding gold values as high as 16.4 g/t. Further rock and soil samples 
have been collected by the Company in recent months to assist in drill targeting. Recent 
mapping by the Company has revealed an average thickness of the vein of 3 to 5 m traced over 
a distance of some 1200 m. Remote Exploration Services (Pty) Ltd. has been undertaking the 
initial geochemical sampling program on the property on behalf of the Joint Venture. It is a 
Cape Town-based member of the Mineral Services Group of Companies.  
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According to Irwin Olian, CEO of the Company, "We are delighted with our progress at the 
Machinga Project in Mozambique, which is being managed by Senior Consulting Geologist 
Pete Siegfried (M.Sc., MAusIMM; a QP within the provisions of N.I. 43-101) on behalf of the 
Company and our Joint Venture with Manica Minerals Ltd. Our activities in Mozambique are 
adding a new dimension to our Company, while we continue to advance all our projects in 
Madagascar. In addition to drilling at Machinga, three of the Madagascar projects, namely the 
Tranomaro Uranium Project, the Mountain of Gold and the Sakoa South Coal Project, will be 
drilled during the current season, giving us a great deal to look forward to."  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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African Queen Mines Ltd. (2009). AFRICAN QUEEN ABANDONS CAZULA PROJECT 
IN MOZAMBIQUE TO FOCUS ON HIGHLY PROSPECTIVE FINGOE BELT GOLD 
PROJECT. February 24, 2009. <http://www.africanqueenmines.com/news_20090224.asp> 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Vancouver, British Columbia — AFRICAN QUEEN MINES LTD. (the “Company”) 
announces that it has provided formal notice of abandonment to Manica Minerals Ltd. 
(“Manica”) with respect to the Cazula Gold Project in Mozambique (the “Project”). The 
Company has the right to earn up to an 85% interest in the Project pursuant to the Letter 
Agreement dated August 9, 2006, between Pan African Mining Corp., predecessor to the 
Company, and Manica, as supplemented on August 8, 2007 (the “Agreement”). By abandoning 
the Project at this time, the Company is relinquishing all rights with respect to the underlying 
property licenses and otherwise relating to the Project.  
 
The Agreement covered exploration and development of the historic Machinga gold mine 
district made up of nine Prospecting Licenses encompassing approximately 350 sq km situated 
near the town of Tete in central Mozambique. Gold and minor amounts of copper were mined 
in the area during the 1910’s and again more recently prior to 1978.  
 
During the past two years, the Company carried out exploration activities on the Project under 
the guidance of Senior Consulting Geologist Pete Siegfried, P. Geol., a qualified person. Work 
included detailed mapping and sampling of the old workings, ground geophysics, trenching, 
channel sampling of old adits and limited reconnaissance drilling. The prospecting operations 
were carried out on behalf of the Company by Remote Exploration Services of Cape Town, 
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South Africa. An aggregate of approximately $600,000 was expended on the exploratory 
program.  
 
While surface sampling of the area reflected the presence of gold with grades typically ranging 
from 0.1 g/t Au to 1.0 g/t Au, trench sampling and limited reconnaissance drilling did not 
provide encouragement for the existence of a commercially viable primary deposit in the area. 
Gold mineralization below surface associated with quartz veining and hydrothermally altered 
and brecciated host rocks was generally found to be sporadic and discontinuous.  
 
Due to the results of the exploration program to date, management of the Company has 
concluded that no further work on the Project is recommended and the Project should be 
abandoned. According to Irwin Olian, CEO of the Company, “Results from Cazula to date do 
not justify further expenditure of time, energy and funds on the part of the Company. Recent 
encouraging results from our Fingoe Belt Gold Project make it clear that our financial and 
personnel resources are best allocated toward that more highly prospective project. In this 
rather difficult economic environment it is important that we prioritize our projects with a view 
toward committing our resources to those projects most likely to add value long-term for our 
shareholders. In addition to the Fingoe Belt Gold Project in Mozambique, we remain very 
excited about our diamond projects in Botswana and Namibia, which will be the principal focus 
of our activities in the coming months.”  
==================================================================== 
Back cover: looking southwest from Craignish (by Cosmo Campbell). Legend has it that the 
early Campbells of Craignish had a duty to guard the Argyll coast from marauding heathens, 
including Vikings and their descendants (MacDonalds et al.).
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