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Cover: Daniel Boone (a descendant of Daniel Boone) in the largest known patch of running 

buffalo clover (Trifolium stoloniferum), mowed along the trail at Shawnee Lookout, Hamilton 

County, Ohio; this remarkable speciesðthe only clover known not to fix nitrogenðused to be 

common in the original Bluegrass Woodland, when promoted by browsing (not burning). 
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Introduction  
 

 The original quotations below include some accounts from hills around the Bluegrass, the 

upper Ohio valley, and further afield, in order to provide a better comparative context for 

interpretations of the vegetation within the Bluegrass region, and for diverse semantic interests. 

This material is being used to develop an appendix or chapter for ñThe Land of Cane of 

Cloverò (my notes originally presented in 1985)ða set of materials for planning conservation 

and restoration, associated teaching and other academic purposes. This work will evolve into a 

website and eventually a text-book for woodland ecology in the Central Ohio Valley. I am 

circulating this provisional draft to other interested people, who are welcome to join forces in 

this endeavor and combine information. There are undoubtedly many sources that I have 

missed, and I will be very grateful to get any further leads. 
 

ñFor the tru history of Cantuckey, this Editor has faithfully shewed the original words, 

including those inbued with verry Butyfull spelings;ðbut, confessedly, he has practised 

changes to the stinted Writ of some lowry travellers, or to the loft varyfied Efulgence 

imbossomed in Prose with more Pretention, for to make an eaqual Style.ò 
 

 Capital letters are generally avoided in cases where they are against modern conventions. 

Where sentences are disjointed or lack punctuation, a few additional commas, semicolons or 

long dashes (ð) are sometimes inserted for clarification. Some paragraph breaks are inserted or 

combined. Square brackets are used by this editor to insert clarification of spelling or meaning, 

and to suggest missing words or illegible words; in some cases, he has copied previous editors 

in such insertions. Italics in brackets are used to indicate latin binomial names for plants, as 

interpreted by this editor. Also, longer interpretative notes are appended to some of the quotes. 
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 Sources are listed chronologically, based on the date when the original observations were 

first written down. There have been many revisions and reprintings of various sources, so the 

bibliography gets complicated. The primary phase of this work is focused on original eye-

witness accounts from 1750-1805, plus reminiscences from those times that were written down 

as late as 1840-1860 or assembled by descendants as late as ca. 1900. Subsequent phases focus 

on observations of the changed landscape from 1805 until 1860, and then the more academic, 

scientific or historical interpretations after that. Based on this material, revised texts from my 

1985-1990 writings will be developed during 2010-20, in order to draw what conclusions we 

can about the original vegetation. This is a work in progress, with many loose ends.  

 

 Other material appended to ñThe Land of Cane and Cloverò will provide a completely 

different set of historical observations from the same period: collecting, summarizing and 

analyzing data from the witness-trees in early surveys of the region, especially those associated 

with land grants from Virginia and the earliest records in each county of Kentucky. These data 

will allow a full quantitative analysis, though still subject to potential biases that will be 

addressed. Further material will also deal with floristic records and modern remnants of native 

vegetation, together with an analysis of current ecological gradients and experimental 

observations. It may also be possible, with partners, to undertake a more intensive geographic 

analysis of historical data about activities of larger game animals and human beings, during the 

contacts with Virginian settlement. Also, some new review of selected old place names may be 

useful. Together, these studies will lead to a considerable improvement in our understanding of 

the structure and function of native woodland in this region. 
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Postcard from about 1890-1900 [http://kdl.kyvl.org/catalog/xt7x696zwx82_1_833] 


